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After two years of hard work as Hon. Editor, Pamela Francis is now having a rest
and the task has been passed on to me. I would like to pay tribute to the work she has
done, particularly in bringing the Zimbabwe Librarian finally up to date. She is in fact
responsible for the greater part of this issue.
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Included in this issue are two articles from publishers about book fairs. David
Martin of the Zimbabwe Publishing House gives the background to the forthcoming
Zimbabwe International Book Fair, and Louis Bolze of Books of Zimbabwe reports on
his experience in exhibiting at the Frankfurt Book Fair.
Book fairs, though largely the province of publishers and booksellers are also
valuable to librarians. I have wondered in fact whether librarians should not hold their
own fairs in order to introduce booksellers and publishers to material of which they
might not be aware — after all, librarians are the experts at gathering sometimes
obscure material.
The important thing is that we should all be involved in the promotion of books and
reading, and it is good that the Zimbabwe Library Association is represented on the
organizing committee of the Zimbabwe International Book Fair. It would be an ideal
opportunity to promote library use at the same time.

Roger Stringer
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ZIMBABWE INTERNATIONAL
BOOK FAIR & EXHIBITION
AND WRITERS' WORKSHOP
from David Martin*
In June 1982, Phyllis Johnson of the Zimbabwe Publishing House was
invited by UNESCO to participate in the second World Congress on Books
held in London. Two other directors of ZPH, Charles Mungoshi and David
Martin, were in London at the same time to attend Bookweek Africa, an
exhibition of some 1 300 selected titles published by African publishers in the
previous three years.
During the course of these two events,
ZPH was asked to host the 1983 presentation of the Noma Award for Publishing in Africa. The Noma Award is
given annually by a leading Japanese
publisher and is the most prestigious
award for publishing in Africa. It has
been presented on three previous
occasions, twice at the Ife Book Fair in
Nigeria and, in 1980, at the Frankfurt
Book Fair, when the theme was publishing in Africa. The first award went to
a Senegalese woman for her novel on the
plight of women in that country. In 1981
the award went to a Nigerian community
health book, and last year it was awarded
to a Ghanaian publisher for a beautifully- illustrated children's book.
ZPH was very interested in hosting
the presentation of this important
award in Zimbabwe. However, the
Noma committee specifies that affiliated events relating to literature must
occur at the venue of the presentation.
We decided to stage two affiliated
events -- the first Zimbabwe International Book Fair & Exhibition together
with a major Writers' Workshop which,
using the theme 'Communication
Through Literature', will bring together
authors from around the continent. I will
deal with these three events separately:

Noma Award
The 1983 Noma Award for Publishing
in Africa has just been won by Ghana's
former Attorney General, A.N.E.
Amissa, for his scholarly work, Criminal
Procedure in Ghana. The Noma Award
jury, chaired by Professor Eldred
Jones, Principal of Fourah Bay College,
University of Sierre Leone, chose his
book at their adjudication meeting in
Yaounde, Cameroon, on 11 April. They
considered 87 titles in 14 languages
from 39 publishers in 16 different
African countries.
A Zimbabwean author, Chenjerai
Hove, received the highest commendation for literature in English for his
collection of poetry. Up In Arms,
published by Zimbabwe Publishing
House. The Noma Award will be
presented to this year's winner on the
evening of Tuesday, 23 August, at a
Harare hotel when the Noma committee
will hold a cocktail party for invited
guests. The organisation of this event,
including financing, rests entirely with
the Noma committee with ZPH only
acting as host.
"David Martin is a director of Zimbabwe
l*ublishint> House, and co-author with Phyllis
Johnson of 'The Struggle for Zimbabwe'.

Zimbabwe International Book Fair

Zimbabwe International
Book Fair & Exhibition
The Minister of Information, Posts
and Telecommunications, Comrade
Nathan Shamuyarira, is chairman of the
organising committee which includes
representatives from his Ministry, wholly
locally-owned Zimbabwean publishers,
the book trade, the Zimbabwe Library
Association, and the National Gallery of
Zimbabwe. The first Zimbabwe International Book Fair & Exhibition will be
opened before an invited audience in
the National Gallery in Harare on the
evening of Monday, 22 August. It will be
open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
from Tuesday until Saturday.
The centre-piece of the Fair will be
the Bookweek Africa exhibition, which
was first seen in London last year,
supplemented by about 300 new titles

Zimbabwe International Book Fair

published by African publishers since
then. This display will be in the foyer of
the National Gallery and all African
publishers will be able to exhibit their
titles free of charge. Bookweek Africa
was opened in London last year by the
Director-General of UNESCO, M.
Amadou Mahtar M'Bow, who expressed
the hope that the exhibit 'would spread
beyond the bounds of London' and be
shown in Africa. It was in response to
this sentiment that the exhibit has been
brought to Harare and, if the necessary
funds can be raised, the exhibit of
African-published books will be taken to
other SADCC countries.
In addition to the Fair's centre-piece
exhibition, stands will be available for
individual publishers to display their
books; this can be done on a country,
individual-publisher or shared-stand
basis.

SHONA

NDEBELE

NOVELS - FOLK TALES - SHORT STORIES
POETRY - DRAMA - PROVERBS - CUSTOMS
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY - HOMECRAFT
GRAMMARS - DICTIONARIES
CHILDREN'S COMICS
(also books in English)
Sponsors of STANDARD SHONA DICTIONARY — Hannan
'One of the best planned dictionaries of a Bantu Language.'

THE LITERATURE BUREAU
(Ministry of Education and Culture)

Electra House
Samora Machel Avenue
HARARE

Telephone
26929

P.O. Box 8137
Causeway

Through a grant from the Ford
Foundation, ZPH has obtained the
services of Mr. Hans Zell, a leading
expert on publishing in Africa as
consultant/organiser of the first
Zimbabwe International Book Fair &
Exhibition. Mr. Zell organised the first
Ife Book Fair, the only other event of its
kind on the continent, ten years ago. He
is publisher of The African Book
Publishing Record and secretary of the
Noma committee. This year's Fair is a
pilot project for an annual event and
a Zimbabwean counterpart, Ashabai
Chinyemba, has been assigned to Mr.
Zell for training in the organisation of
future Fairs.

Writers' Workshop
A committee has been set up to
organise this event. It includes
Emmanuel Ngara, head of the English
department at the University of
Zimbabwe and one of Africa's foremost
literary critics; Kimani Gecau, former
Professor of Literature at Nairobi
University who now lives in Zimbabwe;
Toby Moyana, Education Officer
(English) in the Ministry of Education &
Culture, who as a teacher taught some of
Zimbabwe's most promising up-andcoming young writers; Charles
Mungoshi, ZPH's Literary Director and
Zimbabwe's leading author; Chenjerai
Hove, an editor at Mambo Press in
Gweru, who received a 'special commendation' in this year's Noma Award;
and Stephen Mpofu, another
Zimbabwean author and editor of
Scribes' Scroll in The Herald
newspaper.

The Writers' Workshop organising
committee has adopted the theme
'Communication Through Literature'
for this event. Their objective is to
transcend language and other barriers
which inhibit communication in Africa
and, to this end, authors writing in
various languages will be invited to
participate. As part of the process of
trying to break down language barriers
in Africa and allow freer communication, ZPH will be launching a
number of translations of books by
African authors from Portuguese into
English, French into English, German
into English, English into Shona and
books in Shona and Ndebele, to
coincide with the workshop.
The French Government has already
offered tickets to fly two or three
Francophone authors to Harare. One of
these will be Jean Marie Adiaffi,
Professor of Philosophy at Ivory Coast
University, whose book, La Carte
d'ldentite, won the important 1981
French Prize for Black Literature.
Another participant is expected to be
Ngugi wa Thiong'o, the internationally
known Kenyan author, whose books
include Petals of Blood, A Grain of
Wheat, Devil on the Cross and The Trial
of Dedan Kimathi. The latter will be
released in Shona by ZPH during the
workshop.
To give the public an opportunity to
meet some of Africa's leading authors,
drama, poetry readings and other
literary events will be held in the National
Gallery daily during the workshop.
There will also be a display of
contemporary art from various African
countries.

PACESETTERS
PACESETTERS]

THE
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This series, written by African authors, focuses on contemporary
problems and issues reflecting modern African society.
PACESETTERS — FAST
MOVING FICTION
A POPULAR SERIES OF
HIGH ACTION FOR
TEENAGERS AND ADULTS

•

PACESETTERS — FOR

A DEBUT AT THE
1982 FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR
byL.W. Bolze*
Among the marketing tools available to the book publisher are book fairs,
the most renowned of which is the international Frankfurt Book Fair held
annually in West Germany. Books of Zimbabwe Publishing Co. (Pvt.) Ltd. last
year exhibited at the 34th annual event (6-11 October) where it had its own
display stand in Hall 5, the foreign exhibitors hall — the largest of seven halls
in which 5 500 publishers from 86 countries exhibited some 280 500 books. As
,he only exhibitor from Zimbabwe it found itself cast in the role of standardbearer for the country's publishing industry.
Although this was the first time the
company exhibited in its own right at
Frankfurt, a small selection of its books
had been shown in a previous year in a
hall devoted to a special composite
display of books from Africa. Prior to
this, promotional efforts in this direction
had been confined to shows and trade
fairs in Zimbabwe and South Africa, and
in several Zimbabwean group presentations of art and literature in the United
Kingdom. Unlike these events, which
attract mainly the consumer public, the
prime function of the Frankfurt Book
Fair is the sale and purchase of rights
(paperback, foreign language, reprint,
etc.) between publishers, the arrangement of co-editions with foreign publishers, and to serve as a market place
for booksellers and librarians, and as a

happy hunting ground for literary agents
and scouts.
As might be expected, the organisation
of this vast Fair is impeccable and it
runs like clockwork, attracting very
large numbers of visitors world-wide.
Although the preserve of publishers and
booksellers, visiting time is allowed to
the general public but books may be
purchased only by booksellers. The Fair
occupies only part of an immense
permanent fair ground in the city centre,
and books were presented in the
following groupings: fiction and nonfiction; religion; children's books;

*Louis Bolze Li Managing Director,
Books of Zimbabwe Publishing Co.

STORIES OF ROMANCE,
TRAGEDY, PASSION AND
ADVENTURE

Eleven selected titles are now printed in Zimbabwe and
available at bookshops everywhere at only $2,75 each.
Highly recommended by the Ministry of Education and Culture
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(Formerly the S.P.C.K. Bookshop)

Your partners in education

Paget House
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eric edwoods 5547

Phone 22553
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Frankfurt Book Fair

Frankfurt Book Fair

science and technology; art; maps,
travel guides and globes; text books;
foreign publishers and special stands;
and German language books.

e.g. Rhodesiana Reprint Library — Gold
and Silver Series, African Hunting
Reprint Series, etc., plus the General
Catalogue listing all non-series titles. A
sixth, specially prepared folder, introduced the company, giving the background to its origin and describing its
Africana/Rhodesiana/Zimbabweana
fields of specialization. It listed the
following objectives of participation in
the Fair:

Each year the Fair has a separate
focus theme, 1982's being 'Yesterday's
Religion in Today's World' and 'World
Religions'. It was supported by a special
exhibition of appropriate books and a
five-day programme of panel discussions
and linked events in the city itself. Yet
another hall presented an exhibit, 'Book
Art International', featuring German art
binding.

• To introduce our books to this major
world market, and to show the
standard of production in Zimbabwe.
• To arrange representation/marketing
of the Books of Zimbabwe list in the
United Kingdom, U.S.A., Canada,
Europe, Australia, New Zealand and
other English-speaking countries
world-wide. Enquiries were invited.

Our display stand, an all-white booth
provided by the Fair as an inclusive part
of the exhibition cost, measured 3m
wide by 2m deep and was virtually
tailor-made to fit the 143 hardback
titles of our display. There was a built-in
cupboard in a corner for storing
literature. Standard types of stands
with moveable shelving range from a
single unit 2m wide by 2,2m high to
triple booths 2m deep by some 9m wide.
The big publishers hire an area for the
erection of impressive custom-designed
displays. Carpets, chairs and tables in a
variety of attractive colours and designs
are available for immediate hire within
the grounds on arrival if not ordered in
advance.

• To consider marketing representation, in Zimbabwe or southern
Africa, of overseas publishers.

Our books and catalogues, airfreighted a few days before my departure, were already on the stand, and the
company name-sign had been erected
by the Fair by the time I arrived. The
books had been packed in specially
made stout wooden boxes, a wise
precaution as all the cartons of catalogues had broken open in transit
despite the care taken with their
packing. Individual books were fully
described and illustrated in a set of five
matching catalogues, according to series

• To seek out opportunities for the republishing, in Zimbabwe, of popular
titles, including paperbacks, of books
which are presently not being marketed in this country because of the
cuts in foreign currency which
inhibit, even prevent their importation. Publication in Zimbabwe, which
has sophisticated printing facilities
and publishing know-how is probably
the only sure way for an overseas
publisher to get books onto this
market from where they may also be

• To make contact with prospective copublishers for future joint ventures,
and to investigate opportunities for
the sale and acquisition of rights.
(Titles of available rights were
listed.)
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re-exported to neighbouring African
countries, including South Africa.
This enables him to maintain his
imprint in this vast and growing
market.

of so wide a selection of books on this
country.
Among callers was Mr. Reg. Wanklin,
Counsellor (Economic) from the
Zimbabwean Embassy in Bonn, who
had provided us, in advance, with the
names of major German booksellers to
whom we had mailed invitations from
Zimbabwe to visit the stand. In close
contact with me prior to the Fair and
during its run was Mr. Dave Kaufman
who heads the Zimbabwe Tourist Board
office for Europe and who is stationed in
Frankfurt. His advice, guidance and
contacts were invaluable especially in
regard to pictorial tourist promotion
books on Zimbabwe we had planned for
the German market.

The Reserve Bank had allowed
sufficient foreign currency for only one
representative of the firm to travel to
Frankfurt although we were given a
small additional sum to engage the
services, in Frankfurt, of a German/
English-speaking lady assistant. Our
experience was that this arrangement
was quite inadequate; at least two
people from the company with a good
knowledge of the books were required.
It was, however, flattering to have so
many foreign visitors including some
who identified themselves as subscribers
to our Book Club, notably among
academics from universities, and who
expressed delight over the availability

Our exhibit was with others from
countries of black Africa, our near
neighbours being Kenya, Cameroun,

(B. TOWNSEND & CO. (PVT.) LTD.)

FOR PROMPT SERVICE
NEW BOOKS, PERIODICALS, STATIONERY AND
LOTTERY TICKETS:
Ambassador House, Union Avenue, Harare
Phones 24611, 26679
P.O. BOX 3281 - - HARARE
BOOKS AIRFREIGHTED FROM U.K.
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several from Nigeria and an unoccupied
stand in the name of Tanzania. The
quality of our books and standard of
display were way ahead of these
exhibitors and we felt more than
rewarded by the many compliments
paid to us. Many publishers from third
world countries were surprised that
printing and hardback binding of such
quality is done in Zimbabwe. High
praise was also received from the
UNESCO representative. A publisher
from Nigeria surprised us by saying that
his books were printed on the Continent
because he had found many Nigerian
printers too expensive, their work often
shoddy and deliveries unreliable.

foreign currency from sales of its
productions. Shrinkage of the home
market through emigration had made it
necessary to export more books of our
origination and to endeavour to conclude
import-substitution and re-export
projects.
To what extent did we benefit by
participation in the Fair? We certainly
acquired a new perspective of the
magnitude of book-publishing as an
international industry whose output is
measured in probably hundreds of
billions of dollars. After all, British
publishers alone produce about 2 000
new titles a week. The strengths of many
of the old publishing houses, notably the
British, were apparent in their large
walk-through exhibits with their high
powered sales teams operating in the
keen competition for rights acquisitions
in which millions of dollars would have
changed hands. Much advance scouting
and 'intelligence work' would have been
done in tracking down the potentially
best selling literary properties.

On day two of the Fair I was
interviewed on German radio for a
world-wide feature programme and
questioned on the problems, achievements and aspirations of publishers in
Zimbabwe.
After book-starved Zimbabwe one
was overawed by the plethora of
magnificent colour-plate books, many in
coffee-table editions, notably art books
being offered by overseas publishers.
This richness and variety contrasted
strongly with the simple basic reading
needs of third world countries. One saw
evidence, too, of the widespread cooperation between publishers through
different language editions, e.g. The
Guinness Book of Records in English,
Japanese, German and several other
languages.

As 'new boys' with severe limitations
by way of foreign currency constraints,
and having first to learn the ropes, our
activities were confined to endeavours
to sell reprint and foreign-language
rights of certain of our wild-life and
animal books either directly to publishers or to literary agents. Making
ourselves known, through the exhibit
and the catalogues, would, we hoped
have other long-term benefits.

We were prompted to go to Frankfurt
to widen the export beachheads already
established in the U.K., U.S.A. and
Australia and, to a lesser extent, in a
number of other countries. Since its
founding in 1968 Books of Zimbabwe
has been an exporter and by the time of
the Fair had earned over $350000 in

Direct orders were obtained from a
few Continental booksellers for the
popular African Hunting Reprints, and
another subsequently arrived from a
new small London bookseller for our
cookery book. There were several
enquiries from British publishers'
representatives who offered to market
12

for us in the United Kingdom, and a
Dutch literary agent took options on
several animal titles. Our one worthwhile
triumph was selling the reprint rights of
Steam Locomotives of Rhodesia Railways:
The Story of Steam — 1892-1979 by
E.D. Hamer to a publisher of transport
books in Sweden. Ironically, we had a
second bid for the German language
rights of the same work from a German
publisher but since both served basically
the same market of railways enthusiasts
this was declined.

urgings that industry earn more foreign
currency through exports, cognisance of
the special needs of publishers in this
direction should be taken. In any event,
it is doubtful if one could derive full
benefit as an exhibitor from such a Fair
until a second or third visit. To sum up,
what is needed apart from an attractive
display and good quality catalogues and
price lists, is a sales team strong enough
to tackle the vastness of such an
exhibition, and rights purchasing money
by way of access to foreign currency.

The total cost of our participation in
the Fair, including the printing of the
General Catalogue and Introductory
pamphlet, was $5688. The following
were the major items of expense:

What I was not aware of at the time
was that this Fair was not considered to
be a good 'buying' fair. The gloom of the
international recession apparently hung
heavily over it, the British Bookseller,
organ of the book trade, reporting:
'There are no major book markets that
have withstood the recession, and some
of them are especially depressed.' As
one participant put it, 'the recession is
an international malaise'. 'The American
aisles seemed gloomy . . . and they
remarked constantly on the depressed
state of the U.S. market... Their search
for a block-buster is a search for an
illusion, and the Europeans, like the
British, are still prepared to publish a
good book, which will honestly make a
few pounds profit, and may lead to a
bestseller of the future.' And finally, 'It
has certainly become a quieter fair:
fewer people, fewer big deals, less froth
on the beer, few pockets of frenetic
activity.' Perhaps we didn't fare so
badly after all considering it was our
debut.

Hire of stand, lighting, etc. $ 763,00
Return air fare for one
1 072,00
Forward freight on books
980,00
and catalogues
Return freight on books
1 281,00
and undistributed
catalogues
Accommodation for 15
347,00
days, including meals,
drinks
Assistant
247,00

The full costs of the exercise were
borne by Books of Zimbabwe. It will be
seen that the greatest part of the cost, at
over $2 000, was air-freighting the book
exhibits over and back. The Reserve
Bank required that the books be
returned.
We, therefore, achieved no more than
a 359< recovery of our expenditure, plus
the publicity, the experience and the
benefit of contacts yet to be exploited in
the future. But lack of foreign currency
availability to enable us to acquire
reprint rights of desirable books for the
southern African market robbed us of
extracting the full potential of the

The newly formed Publishers Association of Zimbabwe would be well
advised to consider taking the initiative
in arranging a team participation of all
local publishers in selected Book Fairs,
starting with Frankfurt and, perhaps,
the London Book Fair which is growing
in popularity.
13

A LIBRARY SCHOOL FOR ZIMBABWE

ZAMBEZIA
The Journal of the University of Zimbabwe
in print:
Vol. VIII (1980), i and ii
Vol. IX (1981), i
Education Supplement, 1980-1
CHALLISS, R.J., The European Educational System in
Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1930
forthcoming issues and supplements:
Vols IX (1981), ii; X (1982), i and ii;
XI (1983), iandii
Education Supplement, 1982-83
PONGWENI, A.J.C., Studies in Shona Phonetics:
An Analytical Review
DEMBETEMBE, N.C., Verbal Constructions in the
Korekore Dialect
HEATH, R.A., Service Centres and Service
Regions in Zimbabwe
MUTIZWA-MANGIZA, N.D., Community Development in
Pre-Independent Zimbabwe: A Policy Evaluation
from a Rural Development Planning Perspective
and
Planning Suburban Service Centres in Harare:
A Study of Structure, Use Patterns and Needs
With Special Reference to Retailing in
High Density Residential Areas
All Enquiries should be addressed to:
PUBLICATIONS OFFICER
University of Zimbabwe
P.O. Box MP 45
Mount Pleasant
HARARE Zimbabwe
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Plans for the establishment of a library training school in Zimbabwe, as
part of the National Library and Documentation Service, are nearing
completion and it is hoped that the first intake will start its course this year.

The initiative for the establishment of
a training school came in October 1981
when the National Library and Documentation Council (NLDC) appointed a
Librarianship Training Committee
(LTC) under the chairmanship of Mrs
June Smith, to examine manpower
requirements and training at various
levels along Zintec lines and to make
recommendations on a syllabus. The
LTC has met several times since then,
at one time continuously for a week. The
imponderables with regard to manpower requirements were such as to
defy satisfactory analysis and the
figures projected are likely to be
somewhat Utopian. The remaining areas
of investigation proved more amenable
to practical solution.

development of a training scheme
specifically suited to the needs of
Zimbabwe. It was warmly received by
the LTC and, with minor amendments,
submitted to the NLDC which duly
adopted it.
The essential features of the Report
are:
The Course
A four-year full time diploma course
resulting in a first professional qualification (as in the case with teachers).
Graduates should be capable of professional work in any type of library or
information service and of administering
a culture house with a staff of four.
The LTC submitted a further proposal that after two years of postqualification experience, graduates with
good passes should be able to undertake a further year's study leading to a
degree. This would of course entail
accreditation of the diploma by the
University of Zimbabwe, and the finer
details have yet to be worked out.

Key contributions to the planning
were made by last year's Swedish
mission to Zimbabwe in its report
Zimbabwe: National Library and Documentation Service, and Mr Edward
Dudley, former head of the North
London Polytechnic School of Librarianship, who, after a visit sponsored by the
British Council, submitted proposals
for a course outline and recommendations on other matters connected with
the establishment of a training school.

The committee also saw the need for a
one-year sub-professional certificate
course for library assistants but again,
no detailed planning for this has been
undertaken.

The Dudley Report

Entry Qualifications
Twenty-five students will be enrolled
annually with a minimum educational

Mr Dudley's report co-ordinated and
crystallised the thinking of various
bodies and individuals involved in the
15

Library School

NATIONAL FREE LIBRARY

qualification of five '0' levels, including
English, high aggregate marks and competence in Shona or Ndebele. Special
consideration will be given to applicants
with the City and Guilds Library
Assistant's Certificate. It is also hoped
to attract students of some maturity as
graduates will be expected to administer
culture houses and therefore to have
some managerial competence.
The LTC recommended that the
selection board also be given discretionary powers to admit those rare
applicants who do not meet the formal
academic requirements but who have
proven ability to cope with the academic
demands of the course and administrative expertise.

Staff
A Course Director, who is a Zimbabwean citizen, should be appointed
as soon as possible, as well as four full
time lecturers. To assist in planning in
the early stages and development of the
course, an experienced Consultant
Course Director should be sought from
outside Zimbabwe; he should make two
or three extended visits to the school
over a period of two years. The services
of part-time and visiting lecturers

should be used for specialist subjects.
The Library
The training and professional education of librarians should be library
centred and the speedy creation of a
library to serve these aims is imperative.
The library should provide all the
necessary learning materials, accommodation for teachers and students, act
as a demonstration centre and ensure
use of the materials by students and
staff.
The LTC has been advised that the
British Council has offered to provide
the necessary text books and it is hoped
that other organisations who have
offered assistance will be prepared to
provide supplementary material. Certain
local libraries may also be tapped for
suitable books and periodicals.

OF ZIMBABWE

CATALOGUER
The library, which is a national lending library and national centre for inter-library
loans, has a vacancy for a cataloguer. Candidates should be Chartered Librarians
or hold a degree or higher diploma in library science, and be conversant with
AACR 2/Dewey 19.

Salary scale: $7 152 x $372 to $8 640 x $432 to $10 368
Benefits include pension scheme, medical aid and holiday bonus. The post offers
the prospect of a progressive career in a future national library and documentation
service.
Write, with full curriculum vitae and copies of two recent testimonials or names of
two referees, as soon as possible, to:
THE LIBRARIAN
P.O. BOX 1773,
BULAWAYO

The scope of the library will in fact be
wider than that envisaged by the
Report, as it will cater for the students
of various other courses run by the
Division of Culture.

(B. TOWNSEND & CO. (PVT.) LTD.)

Course Structure
The components of the course will be
organised on the basis of a unit, or
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Library School

Library School
module, of one term's length, with some
subjects comprised of several units.
This structure offers the advantage of
flexibility in the timing of a component
dependent, for example, on the availability of a visiting lecturer, and facilitates
changes in course content and students'
programmes. A full term in each of the
first three years will be spent in the field.

Course Outline
The usual professional subjects, in
this course entitled The Use of Books
and Information, Library Materials
and Library and Information Science
Processes will each occupy six terms.

LTC felt that the academic content was
inadequate, given the educational and
intellectual aspects of librarianship and
the relatively low level of the entry
qualification; it therefore recommended
that each be extended to five terms.
During his brief visit, Mr Dudley
stressed that he could do no more than
provide a course outline; it was appropriate that the detailed syllabus should
be worked out by the teaching staff.

Curriculum Development Unit — This
would replace the LTC and would
include representatives of the Course
Advisory Committee and co-opted
members from areas of interest relevant
to librarianship training — for example,
representatives from ministries who can
advise on whether libraries are meeting
the needs of various user groups. Its
function would be to recommend
curriculum changes to meet changing
needs.

Subsequent Developments

After its last meeting, the LTC
decided that its task had been completed
and recommended that further planning
required a more broadly based committee. It therefore dissolved itself.

During consideration of the Dudley
Report, the LTC recommended the
appointment of three library school
committees to oversee developments. It
was acknowledged that their functions
might overlap to some extent, but this
was not necessarily a disadvantage.
More serious misgivings were expressed
that the need to refer to too many
committees might hamstring the Course
Director. With this caution in mind, the
following committees were approved:

An important component will be
Cultural Animation, a course devided to
assist librarians in their potential role as
head of a culture house, where they will
be required to initiate and organise all
forms of cultural activity. Although
these activities will be implemented by
cultural officers, librarians will be
involved in the introduction and production of various media and the operation
of the necessary machines. A broad
education in the definitions and social
role of cultural activity, with special
reference to Zimbabwe, will be included.

Library School Advisory Committee To represent the broader needs of
library and information services and of
the training school itself. Its immediate
task would be to oversee the implementation of the training school and to
advise on the appointment of staff. It
would have a continuing role as a board
of governors. Its membership should
comprise representatives of all sectors
of librarianship, the University, a
provincial authority, and the Ministry of
Education and Culture.

The remaining subjects are Management, which will be essentially practical,
Communications Skills, two Special
Options, Computerisation, Future Developments in Zimbabwe and a final
dissertation, probably related to one of
the special options.
An academic component is compulsory. The Report recommends two
three-term subjects — Social Studies
and Collections: Literature, the latter to
cover the process and problems of
collection building, including the role of
all forms of imaginative literature. The

Conclusion
The progress made so far is significant: we have a fair idea of how to
proceed, plans for the buildings and a
course outline, but there remains a
substantial amount of work to be done.
There are neither teachers (although
offers of assistance have been received
in this regard) nor students, and the
detailed syllabuses and schemes of
work, which must be the responsibility
of the teaching staff, have yet to be
drawn up.
A contingency plan, not yet formalised,
has been made to second a senior
librarian to the Ministry of Education
and Culture to oversee and co-ordinate
further developments until the appointment of a Course Director. Planning has
reached the stage where it can no longer
be conducted on an ad hoc basis,
and requires the full-time attention of
an experienced librarian and administrator. The first culture houses are already
under construction and it is essential
that they be run from the start by
librarians of undisputed competence as
the National Library and Documentation
Service will be judged on its initial
performance.

Library School Premises
The preliminary drawings for the
training school, by the French company,
Sopha Developpement, were presented
to a meeting of the NLDC in March. A
hostel providing accommodation for
216 students (some of whom will be
taking other courses offered by the
Division of Culture) is part of the
package. Until the building is completed,
students will use facilities offered by the
Belvedere Teachers' College.

P. Francis

Course Advisory Committee — An
in-house committee headed by the
Course Director, it would be responsible
for course input on the advice of the
Curriculum Development Unit.
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Obituary

SIR VINCENT QUENET, QC
It was with great sadness that we learned that Sir Vincent Quenet had
passed away in Harare in February. He will be remembered with respect
and gratitude for his services to law and librarianship in this country.
Sir Vincent was born in Cape Town in 1906 and graduated with a
B.A., Ll.B. from the University of Cape Town after which he was admitted
to the Bar of the Cape Provincial Division of the Supreme Court of South
Africa. He served as a public prosecutor in Port Elizabeth and in the
Prosecution Office in Johannesburg until 1936 when he entered private
practice, becoming one of the leading advocates in the Transvaal. He took
silk in 1947 and was called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in 1949.
In 1953 he was appointed Judge of the High Court of Southern
Rhodesia, becoming Judge President of the Appellate Division in 1964.
He was knighted in 1962. On his retirement in 1970 for health reasons, the
Chief Justice, Sir Hugh Beadle, said that Sir Vincent had helped raise the
standard of the courts by his own high standards and that his lucid and
accurate English had added to the value of his judgements.
These high standards extended to his involvement in library affairs in
this country. He chaired the inaugural meeting of the Library Association
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (forebear of the ZLA) on 30 November 1959
and served as its first chairman until 1962 when he was elected President.
His approaches to government led to the Greenfield Commission on
Libraries whose Report in 1970 was one of the milestones in the history of
librarianship in Zimbabwe — although its recommendations were never
implemented. The 1981 Alison Report on the establishment of a national
library service acknowledged the .essential soundness of the Greenfield
recommendations.
The association made regular calls on Sir Vincent's wisdom, advice
and support in many other spheres of activity.
On his resignation as President in 1977 he was elected an honorary
life member — the highest honour the association can bestow.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to his widow and family.

Popular
library
titles

Sheila Parry

Longman
Available at all leading booksellers..
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INTERNATIONAL

ARCHIVES

CONFERENCE

The 21st International Conference of the Round Table of Archives
(CITRA), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 29 Nouember-4 December
1982 and International Council on Archives Executive Committee,
Denpasar, Indonesia, 6-10 December 1982.

by Angeline S. Kamba*
Although the journey to the Far East
was long and tedious, it was well worth
while. Both Malaysia and Indonesia were
truly exotic, particularly the Island of
Bali in Indonesia; even Kuala Lumpur,
with its skyscrapers and all the trappings
of capitalism, had a touch of the exotic
orient.

the co-operation with other organisations which are engaged in the
documentation of human experience
in its widest sense" — Introductory
remarks of the CITRA Secretary.
Added to this, microfilming is of
particular interest to institutions in the
Third World in that it may be the only
means of replacing migrated archives
and filling the gaps in their collections.

The CITRA (which derives its acronym
from the French: Conference Internationale de la Table Ronde des
Archives) is held annually with the main
purpose of bringing together all heads of
archival institutions to discuss mutual
problems and in the process, to draw up
standards on methods of work and
equipment and to encourage research
and the dissemination of information on
developments through publications.

Four experts on microfilming gave
keynote papers which paved the way for
lively discussions in a conference
dealing with an otherwise technical and
difficult subject. The papers divided the
subject into the following aspects:
a) Preservation microfilming
b) Complementary microfilming and
its role in the settlement of
conflicting archival claims
c) Publication microfilming and the
use of microforms in archival
search rooms
d) Substitution microfilming and
the legal validity of microforms.

Between 1954 and 1981, twenty
Round Table Conferences had been
held in major cities in Europe, North
America and Africa (Nairobi in 1978);
the twenty-first CITRA was the first
held in the orient. Through the theme of
the conference, Microfilm Policies, it
was intended to examine the whole area
of archival reprography.

The conference resulted in the
adoption of a number of resolutions
which reminded archivists of their
responsibility for the preservation of
their archival heritage and its subject
content. Archive administrations were

"Microfilming enters into most of
the statutory objectives of the
International Council on Archives
(ICA): the relationship between
archival institutions all over the
world, the promotion of archival
preservation, the improvement of
professional training, the efforts for
easier access to archival sources or

Archives Conference
chaired the very first session of the
CITRA after its opening by the Minister
of Youth, Sports and Culture. The
National Archives of Malaysia, which
hosted the conference, had its hour of
glory during the conference week when
their own brand new building was
officially opened by no lesser a person
than the King himself (His Majesty the
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong), while the
Director-General of the Archives, Mrs
Zakia Hanum Nor very ably presided
over the proceedings. The building is
roomy and splendid in every way, with
some very fine interior wood carving
which is typical of Malaysian art — in
short, the kind of building that many
archivists dream of but never acquire.
The real irony lay in the way Malaysia, a
developing country, hosted the conference in such an opulent manner, far
surpassing the performance of the socalled developed countries!

urged to aim at a comprehensive
microfilming programme which would
take into account the essential role of
microfilm for preservation purposes.
Institutions were also urged to work
within the framework of studies already
carried out under the auspices of
Unesco concerning bilateral and multilateral agreements over archival claims.
Microfilming should also be used to
facilitate greater access to archival
collections while protecting the original
documents. The conference agreed that
it was essential for the ICA to produce
microfilming guidelines for archival
institutions.
For me, this was the first conference I
had attended in my added capacity as
Chairwoman of the East and Central
Africa Regional Branch of the International C o u n c i l on Archives
(ECARBICA) and therefore as an ex
officio member of the ICA Executive
Committee. As such, I found my self with
extra responsibilities which did not
leave much time to explore the bazaars
of Kuala Lumpur! Firstly I had to attend
and give a report to an all-day meeting of
the Committee on Archival Development
(CAD) of which all chairmen of regional
branches of ICA are members. The
composition of this committee is,
however, confined to Third World
countries. CAD is itself an instrument of
ICA which, within the limited resources
of its Fund, assists the world's developing countries to enrich their
archival heritage by building effective
modern national archives, records
management structures and services.

After the conference in Kuala Lumpur,
the members of the Executive Committee of ICA went on to Denpasar, capital
of Bali, Indonesia, where the general
meeting was held. Although the sessions
were long, the members were amply
compensated by so beautiful and
romantic a setting, and the host institution, the National Archives of
Indonesia, arranged for us to see some
of the traditional life of Bali — theatre,
dancing and Buddhist religious ceremonies. The meeting concerned itself
with routine business: reports, elections,
programmes of forthcoming meetings
and conferences, the main one being the
International Congress of Archivists to
be held in Bonn in 1984.

Following the heavy CAD meeting, I

*Mrs Kamba is Director, National Archives of
Zimbabwe.
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IN BRIEF

QUOTES CASED No. 25-26
Tis strange — but true; for truth is
always strange; stranger than fiction.

Byron

He is not only dull himself, but the cause
of dullness in others.
Samuel Foote
in Boswell's Life of Johnson
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.Retirements

since 1953. She served on the Mashonaland Branch Committee in the early
sixties and as its chairwoman from
1975-1976.

The beginning of 1983 saw the retirement of two pillars of the library world in
Zimbabwe, Miss L.A. Phillips and Mrs
June Smith. Their contributions were
very different (in style apart from
anything else) and they will be equally
difficult to replace. The gratitude and
good wishes of the ZLA go with them.

Her pertinent contributions enlivened
many a ZLA meeting and, on occasion,
caused a good deal of apprehension.
Inadequately presented arguments were
immediately subject to fierce scrutiny
but she accepted with grace and humour
and a strong justification. She is a
stickler for procedure; some will remember all too vividly a disastrous
branch AGM a few years ago when she
declared (rightly) at the conclusion that
the entire proceedings had been unconstitutional. Only the timely and
tactful intervention of the Hon.
President saved the meeting from
dissolving in disarray.

Miss L.A. Phillips, B.A.,
Dip.Pers.Man., F.S.A.L.A.
It is unlikely that there are many
members of the ZLA who are unacquainted with Miss Phillips (widely
known as Auntie) or her legend. She has
taken early retirement from the University of Zimbabwe Library to accept the
challenging position of librarian at the
University of Bophuthatswana where,
incidentally, another librarian wellknown to Zimbabweans, Mr Joe
Phehane, is also engaged.

We mark with regret the departure of
the institution of Auntie from the
Zimbabwean library scene.

Mrs June Smith, B.A.(Hons),
Grad.C.E.( H.D.L.S.

Miss Phillips was born in Grahamstown and educated at Rhodes University. She first came to this country in
1950, employed first by the Ministry of
Agriculture and then as Head Record
Librarian of the Southern Rhodesia
Broadcasting Corporation. After some
years with the Cape Provincial Library
Service and the University of the
Witwatersrand, she returned in 1966 as
Assistant Librarian at the then University College of Rhodesia. In 1973 she
was promoted to Sub-Librarian and
Head of the Acquisitions Department.

Mrs Smith entered the library world
through the medium of school librarianship which she has subsequently been
instrumental in transforming.
She was born in Johannesburg and
educated at the University of the
Witwatersrand where she acquired a
general B.A. and an Honours degree in
philosophy. Then followed an extraordinarily diverse career. Her first post
was secretary/reporter with a stock
exchange review followed by a spell of
journalism with a social magazine. After
her marriage, her husband accepted a
position with the Attorney General's

Her long services to librarianship in
Zimbabwe extend beyond the walls of
UZ into the Zimbabwe Library Association of which she has been a member
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Science by correspondence through the
University of South Africa.

Office and they moved to Zimbabwe in
1950. She raised four children, became
stock controller for a firm of agricultural engineers in 1964 and lectured
philosophy part-time to Adult Education
students at UZ. She was then lured,
reluctantly, into teaching English at
Oriel Girls' High, when she embarked on
a Graduate Certificate in Education,
again part-time. Having successfully
completed that, she became English
Method Tutor at UZ for two years.

Since 1978, she has organised and
lectured at the Annual Course for
Library Assistants and Teachers in
Charge of School Libraries, arranged by
the School Libraries Section with the
support of the Ministry of Education
and Culture. In 1981 she was appointed
chairman of the Librarianship Training
Committee which was established by
the National Library and Documentation Council to investigate manpower
requirements and training at various
levels and to make recommendations on
a syllabus. A report on the committee's
activities appears elsewhere in this
issue of the journal.

During her teaching career, her
interest in school libraries was kindled
and, with the approval of the Ministry of
Education, she and Ted Creeth administered a national questionnaire to
investigate the prevailing situation. One
of the results was the formation in 1976
of the School Libraries Section of the
ZLA of which she became Secretary/
Treasurer from its inception until her
retirement. During that time,she was an
ex officio member of Council, the
Mashonaland Branch Committee and
the Education Committee.

It is not easy to pay adequate tribute
to June's untiring efforts, resourcefulness and tact in promoting librarianship
in Zimbabwe. She and Tony (the
retiring Judge President, Mr Justice
E.A.T Smith) are moving to East
London and we wish them great
happiness in t h e i r well-earned
retirement.

In 1976 June also started Arrakis, a
quarterly magazine for school librarians,
which takes its name from an arid planet
in a science fiction novel called Dune:
the planet has potential if nurtured, and
this seemed to be the condition of school
libraries in Zimbabwe. In 1980, she left
Oriel for the newly created post of
Senior Librarian in the Ministry of
Education and Culture with special
responsibility for school libraries. The
institution of the post has gone a long
way to providing the necessary nurture,
but the recent expansion in the educational system has outstripped the
capabilities of one person to cope with
school libraries.

Visitors
There have been so many important
foreign visitors to Zimbabwe on matters
connected with librarianship that the
Editor has been hard pressed to keep up
with them and apologises if some have
escaped his notice.
The one of most immediate significance was Mr Edward Dudley, former
head of the North London Polytechnic
School of Librarianship. The purpose of
his visit, sponsored by the British
Council at the request of the Ministry of
Education and Culture, was to draw up
a programme for the training of
librarians in Zimbabwe. Mr Dudley was
here for just over a week at the end of

To prepare herself for her new role,
June, needless to say, obtained a
professional qualification in librarianship: the Higher Diploma in Library
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November during which time he met
representatives of dozens of interested
parties, had several brainstorming
sessions with the Librarianship Training
Committee and then retired to London
to write his report, The education and
training of librarians in Zimbabwe:
proposals for a full-time course. The
report was submitted to the ministry in
February and a brief account of its
essential features appears on page 15
If all such visits yield such prompt and
constructive fruits, it augurs well for
library development in Zimbabwe.

establishment of a regional postgraduate
training programme in information
science in Anglophone Africa. Their
mission was to determine the most
suitable university to which an advanced
information sciences training school
should be attached. While they were
prepared to finance the establishment
of the school, the host country would
have to commit itself to meeting the
recurrent expenditure. The impression
gleaned by the Editor from those
involved in the discussions was that the
school would probably not be located
here, and in any case, it could not be
considered a priority at our present
stage of development.

There have been several visitors from
Unesco over the past few months: in
November, Professor A Boussou and
Mr V Montviloff of the General
Information Programme made a visit
preparatory to a tour of the region by a
team to study the feasibility of a
Southern African Documentation and
Information System. They met several
officials and advised the Librarianship
Training Committee. The full mission
arrived in February as part of a twomonth tour of the region, and in midApril submitted a report, Study report
on the feasibility of a Southern African
Documentation and Information System.
The report was commissioned by the
Government of Zimbabwe on behalf of
the SADCC countries and financed by
Unesco, the African Bibliographic
Center in Washington and UNDP.

Appointments
Miss Pam Humphries, B.A.(Hons),
H.D.L., has been appointed Librarian of
Belvedere Teachers' College. She completed her training last year at Rhodes
University and follows in the footsteps
of her mother Jill, who works at National
Archives.

AGM and Conference
The 23rd AGM and Conference of the
ZLA was held at Gweru Teachers'
College on 23rd and 24th April. A full
report will appear in the next issue of the
Zimbabwe Librarian.

Also in February, Mrs M Lahti, a
librarian from Finland, visited Zimbabwe
with a brief from her government to
report on the need for assistance in the
areas of library training and the
provision of books. She was accompanied by Mme S A Mahin of Unesco.

New branch
A Manicaland Branch has been
established in Mutare by Miss Anne
Barnshaw, Librarian of the Mutare
Teachers' College. It is hoped that as
more libraries develop outside the two
major urban centres we will see other
branches come into existence. We wish
the committee success in its activities
and urge members in the region to
support the new branch.

A joint Unesco/IDRC (International Development Research Centre
— Canada) team arrived, again in
February, to hold discussions on the
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The eldest daughter, who was sixteen or seventeen at the time, was very musical. In the
evenings she used to close the door of the parlour and play the piano alone to herself in the
gloaming. Occasionally after one of these sessions she would emerge looking puzzled
and uneasy to say that she was sure that the room was haunted. She used to get the feeling
that someone or something was in the room
with her, and once she burst out more than
usually agitated, claiming that she had
distinctly felt something stirring her long skirt
as it nung round the piano stool. No one
paid much attention to her stories, for she
was imaginatively inclined, and at an age
when a girl likes to tint her everyday life
with glowing colours. One hot afternoon
Mrs. Bam retired to the parlour herself,
and locked the door feeling as many
mothers have before and since, that if she
didn't get away from it all for five
minutes, something was going to snap,
She lay down on the sofa, put up her
feet closed her eyes and tried to relax,
After a few moments she heard a rustle
from the direction of the piano. Reluctantly she opened her eyes, to see the
head of a snake peeping over the
piano top. Too surprised to
move, she {ay absolutely still
while a long and very
beautiful green snake
to the lid. It looked
eased itself up on
jade and it
like polished
light
had
eves.
golden
ful aplomb
With graceconfidently along
the snake slid
the bowl of violets. Here
the piano till it came to
between the leaves and flowers,
it lifted its head, nosed its way
sound of the snake drinking. So at last
and presently Mrs. Bain heard the soft
was explained! It strikes me as unjust,
the mystery of the water in the violets
represented as the villains of the animal
somehow, that snakes are forever being
hardship and are preyed on mercilessly
world. They, too, have their fair share of
to parasites — there is a particular
by other creatures. Nor are they immune
snakes alone. My brother-in-law, Lloyd,
species of tick that feeds on snakes and
flock of hens. It had entered the fowl-run
once watched a snake being killed by a
spotted by one of the bright-eyed ladies
presumably to steal eggs or chicks, but was
and in no time at all the snake was
who cackled out a warning to her sisters,
matter how desperately the snake whirled
surrounded by a circle of murderous hens. No
and struck out there was always one hen behind it, ready to stab it with her beak. After
each strike the snake has a moment of helplessness while it gathers its coils together
once more, and the hens were quick to seize this advantage. They finally succeeded in pecking it
to death. I once had a white leghorn called Pollen who could devoure a snake whole.
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