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For Schools, libraries and bookshops, 'BYCO' can
supply the total requirements:
Library Shelving
Trollies

Study Tables

Counters
Chairs
Magazine Displays

Showcases

Among the satisfied users of "BYCO" library equipment

are:University of Zimbabwe — Medical Library
University of Zimbabwe — Law Library
Harare Central Library
Text-book Sales Educational
Kadoma Public Library
and many more

In this unique pictorial on Zimbabwe the National Archives
presents the fruit of years of research and an international
quest for illustrations.
Extensive and fascinating information on the history and
culture of the people of Zimbabwe (to whom this volume is
dedicated) is here brought together in a single sourcebook, something that has never before been done. The
period covered is immense — from the probable origins of
man in Africa millions of years ago, to this country's great
pre-colonial states, on to the restoration of independence
in 1980. Much of the information comes from the latest
archaeological and historical research and many of the
photographs (including those taken during the liberation
struggle of the 1 970s) have never before been published.
Thanks to a UNESCO grant the book is sold at a
subsidised rate with the intention of reaching as many
Zimbabweans as possible. The text and pictures are a mine
of information and interest, bringing to life the previouslyneglected heritage of the people, and presented in such a
way as to appeal to all age groups.

For free advice consult:-

TV. Byford & Co. (Private) Limited
P.O. Box 2695
HARARE
Tel: 62591

P.O. Box 8350
BELMONT
Bulawayo

280 pages, with 12 colour and 570 black
and white illustrations, including maps,
diagrams and reconstructions.

Tel: 71154
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37

I
THE ZIMBABWE LIBRARIAN

PACESETTERS
THE
BETRAYER

Vol. 14, Nos. 3 & 4
July-December 1982

Quarterly Journal of the Zimbabwe Library Association
Editor: Pamela Francis
P.O. Box 3133, Harare, Zimbabwe
Subscription: Free to members; Z$5 per annum or Z$ 1,50 per copy to
non-members in Zimbabwe; Z$6 per annum elsewhere.
Advertisement rates available on application.

SAMA.ADEWOYE

y iu

EDITORIAL
National Library and Documentation Service

This series, written by African authors, focuses on contemporary
problems and issues reflecting modern African society.
•
•

PACESETTERS — FAST
MOVING FICTION
A POPULAR SERIES OF
HIGH ACTION FOR
TEENAGERS AND ADULTS

PACESETTERS — FOR
STORIES OF ROMANCE,

Very little information on the development of the NLDS has filtered down from the
Ministry of Education and Culture to members of the ZLA in recent months. Readers
will learn, however, from brief report on a meeting of the National Library and
Documentation Council that remarkable progress has been made. A site has been
identified for the national headquarters, funds for its construction and equipment are
available, and the preliminary drawings have just arrived from Paris. A fair amount of
money has already been committed for the purchase of the initial book stock and
negotiations with additional sources are continuing.
The progress made so far is a tribute to the energy and enterprise of Mr John
Mapondera, Deputy Chief Cultural Officer, who was masterminded the whole exercise.

TRAGEDY, PASSION AND

An enlarged association

ADVENTURE

Eleven selected titles are now printed in Zimbabwe and
available at bookshops everywhere at only $2,50 each.

Your partners in education

Peter Mazikana, Chairman of the Mashonaland Branch who is an archivist by
profession, proposes in this issue of the journal that the scope of the ZLA should be
widened to include information scientists other than librarians. Although several
archivists are members, the activities of the association do not cater for their
professional needs. If Mr Mazikana's proposal is accepted and taken to its logical
conclusion, the name of the association should change to reflect its new composition.
The opinions of members on this subject will be welcome.

Pamela Francis

ericedwoods 5547
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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
Now available:

SCECSAL VI1984

THE DEVELOPMENT OF

THE ROMAN AUXILIARY FORCES
FROM CAESAR TO VESPASIAN (49B.C.-A.D.79)

By D. B. Saddington

296 pp., indexes. PRICE: Z$30,00

The Standing Conference of Eastern, Central and Southern African
Librarians was inaugurated in Tanzania in 1968. It is held biennially and it has
so far been hosted in Zambia, Kenya, Lesotho and Malawi. SCECSAL is
growing from strength to strength, judging by the attendance figures of the
previous meetings. The 100 plus delegates who attended the Malawi session
are a sure proof of this. The deliberations at SCECSAL meetings seem to bear
relevance to the situation in the region and this should also be taken as a mark
of SCECSAL's worthiness.
SCECSAL VI will be held in Zimbabwe in 1984 and it is hoped that the
Zimbabwe Library Association members will render full support for the
organization of the conference to make it a success. The ZLA Council has
already acknowledged responsibility and has agreed that an organizing
committee should be set up and this will consist of all the members who
attended the SCECSAL IV and V plus any other cooptions. The Convenor of
the Organizing Committee of SCECSAL VI appointed by Council is Mr
Bradshaw Mushonga to whom members of the Association can send any
suggestions to make the conference a success. We really hope that SCECSAL
VI will be even more successful than the previous sessions.

M Mode

ENQUIRIES & ORDERS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:
The Publications Officer
University of Zimbabwe
P 0 Box MP 45

Mount Pleasant
HARARE
Zimbabwe

WE CARRY EXCELLENT STOCKS OF
Primary and Secondary School Textbooks
Supplementary Readers, Library Books
WE ARE HAPPY TO ORDER FOR YOU
anything that you do not find on our shelves
WE ARE CONTRACTORS TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
AND ABOVE ALL WE OFFER SERVICE

ALPHA BOOKS (PVT.) LTD.
(Formerly the S.P.C.K. Bookshop)
Paget House
87 Union Avenue

Phone 22553
•"•"•"•
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P.O. Box 1056
Harare

African Economies and
Book Requirements
S M Made
Librarian, University of Zimbabwe
While there are common issues relating to publishing in all
countries, there are a variety of special problems that affect
Third World nations — among them African nations — in ways
which differ from industrialised nations. Questions such as
copyright, book distribution and production problems are international in relevance but have a special meaning in the context of
the Third World.1

Popular
library
titles

Longman--Available at all leading booksellers..
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the concern, evident mainly in the late
1950's and early 1960's, of various
foreign-aid agencies and the international community. As a result of this
concern, the major national aid agencies
began to allocate funds and expertise to .
book development and issued a number
of publications stressing the importance
of books in Third World development.
Books, in particular school and college
textbooks, were seen as an essential
part of the infrastructure of modernization. Books are necessary to build
literacy, to serve new institutions, and to
instil values necessary for development.
As a result, stress was placed on
developing the capability to produce
books in the Third World. Among other
agencies particularly active in this field
were the U.S. Agency for International
Development (AID), the British Council,
and the Ford Foundation.
The approaches of the agencies to
publishing differed to some extent. For
example, British programmes were more
interested in providing reading materials
produced in the industrialised countries.
These programmes were controversial
although a large number of Third World
nations participated in book-aid
schemes. The important point, however,

Publishing is one of a range of bookrelated activities. While the problems of
book publishers constitute the main
focus of our discussion, a range of related
issues from the role of authors to the
impact of colonial-inherited systems of
education will from time to time enter our
discussion. As Albach and Rathgeber
say, this is because publishing is a system
of knowledge dissemination that is
increasingly interdependent on other
elements of the communications process.2
Publishing is a highly important function
in any society because without publishing
there can be little dissemination and
diffusion of knowledge. This is particularly so in societies where the infras t r u c t u r e s of other means of
communication are as yet not fully
developed.
Publishing has been a low priority item
in the development plans of most Third
World governments which have been
faced with much more immediate and
pressing demands on very limited
resources. Indeed, some of the interest in
book publishing expressed by Third
World governments was stimulated by
Paper presented at SCECSAL V, Blantyre,
Malawi, August 1982.
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independent development. A number of
Third World nations, notably India and
Nigeria, have developed indigenous
publishing industries. But it is important
to understand the generally disadvantageous situation in which almost all
Third World nations find themselves.
Other aspects of the international
publishing situation are also dominated
by the industrialized nations and,
generally, serve the interests of these
nations. International copyright arrangements have traditionally been controlled
by them.
Historically, publishing in the formerly
colonial countries was started by
European firms. Foreign firms were
particularly dominant in the crucial
textbook market In Africa, the publishing
industry was started by European firms,
and these publishers continue to have
disproportionate influence today. This
domination is especially dramatic in the
francophone African nations, but remains
generally true throughout the Third
World despite the indigenous efforts to
develop publishing.

is that aid agencies took significant
interest in book publishing as part of their
general concern in the economic and
social development of the Third World.
This interest declined, however, and by
the 1970's, most Western aid programmes had shifted their focus to
nonformal education and other areas,
and, with the exception of the British
Council, had abandoned their book
programmes. Thus, while many of the
structures built up during the period of
foreign-aid interest had lasting results,
some projects were left incomplete and
the sudden decline of interest had some
negative implications.
While foreign-aid interest in Third
World book development stimulated
some literature and resulted in a number
of studies, it also helped to increase
indigenous interest in books and in
publishing. Publishing in the Third
World does not stand in isolation from
the general trends in international
publishing. There are many common
elements in the publishing "equation"
that apply to the book industry in all
countries, regardless of level of economic
development. Copyright conventions,
the cost of paper, especially important in
Third World countries that must import
the bulk of their "cultural paper", the
growth of multinational corporations in
the publishing industry, the development
of new communications technologies
that make book and magazine publishing
possible on an international scale, the
increased use of'low labour cost' nations
for compositing and printing all reflect
the interdependence of publishers.
Third World nations are at a distinct
disadvantage in the international publishing system. They are, in many
respects, dependent on the industrialised
nations, which hold the bulk of the
world's resources, particularly in areas
that impinge on books and publishing.
Despite this dependence, however,
publishing permits significant room for

Economics of publishing
in book development
Many governments virtually ignore
publishing, placing stress on other more
visible or pressing problems. Some
countries attempt to leave publishing as
much as possible in the hands of the
private sector, while others are involved
in what is called parastatal publishing —
efforts that involve the government in
stimulating publishing activity but at the
same time attempt to permit the
publishing houses a certain amount of
independence. In addition, government
initiatives have not always been very
successful. But for the most part, there is
recognition that book publishing requires
government initiative and assistance in
building up a communication infrastructure. Governments participate in
44
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the development of publishing houses, in
book import policies, and sometimes in
book distribution.
No discussion of book production
facilities in African countries would be
complete without mention of the difficulties faced by many printers and
publishers in obtaining paper and other
printing supplies. Most African printers
are required to pay for paper supplies in
advance, thus forcing them to immobilize
considerable sums of capital. The
indigenous presses, especially, suffer an
ironic disadvantage at the hands of
customs authorities. They are forced to
buy their paper supplies from local
importers at exorbitant prices. The
multinational publishers, on the other
hand, are able to buy all their paper in
bulk abroad and import some into the
country for a specific purpose such as
educational book publishing. Thus they
are exempt from tax. Consequently, the
multinational publishers are ultimately
able to sell their books at lower prices, a
factor of major importance in a country
where most people have little money to
spare for books. At times, although
indigenous publishers can order directly
from overseas paper mills and thereby
obtain the approved users' certificate
that exempts them from paying the paper
tax, most mills will not accept orders in
the small quantities that indigenous
publishers can afford. One solution to
this problem would be for indigenous
publishers to band together and buy
paper in bulk, but while this suggestion
has often been put forward it has never
been successfully implemented.
Book publishing, like many other
industries in developing countries that
produce goods for which there is little
demand, entails considerable financial
risk. Even in the wealthiest, most literate
and most populous African country,
Nigeria, the numbers of potential
buyers of books is very small and
publishing markets are, consequently,

relatively, inelastic. Moreover, despite
the intention to eradicate illiteracy
expressed by most African countries,
literacy rates remain low. The result is
that books are very expensive and
editions are small, further restricting
markets. Low literacy and purchasing
power and high unit costs necessitate
small editions, which in turn necessitate
small markets and limited distribution.
It is rather difficult to generalize about
the economics of publishing in African
countries since conditions differ from
country to country. In those countries
where paper is indigenously manufactured, the economic equation is
somewhat different. Further, the
economics of publishing in an indigenous
language vary significantly from those in
a metropolitan language. In many cases,
different typography and a cheaper
grade of paper are used and this tends to
bring costs down. On the other hand, the
market is often quite small and
distribution problems are even greater
than for books in a metropolitan
language.

Indigenous publishing
One agrees with John Nottingham
when he says that it is profoundly
important for development and the
process of decolonization that an
indigenous publishing industry should
be established in independent Africa. 3
In the wider imperialist context it is
perhaps significant that the initiative in
the English-speaking areas came from
individual British firms seeking an
advantageous commercial position visa-vis their rival French-speaking
countries.
John Nottingham observes that an
indigenous publishing industry is important on several counts. It is important
first, he says, for straight-forward
nationalistic reasons. Books are still
probably the most effective single
instrument for the purveying of ideas in
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the developing countries, and it cannot
be accepted that these ideas must
originate, or first be subject to sieving, in
London, New York, Paris or Brussels.
It is important, secondly, on economic
grounds. There is no technological
reason why all the basic educational
course books, at both primary and
secondary level, should not be written,
edited, designed, printed and published
in Africa rather than in London, Malta,
Paris, or Hong Kong. This will lead to
savings in foreign exchange and will have
other obvious beneficial economic
effects.
Thirdly, there are inestimable cultural
advantages. For example, if there had
been no publisher in East Africa, Song of
Lawino, by Okot p'Bitek, would not have
been published by this time, yet it is
about a cultural phenomenon of great
importance for East Africa.
Yet it would be difficult to establish an
indigenous publishing industry in Africa,
and publishing is not really very different
from any other industry. This is because
"Western economic imperialism is a far
more subtle and slippery animal than his
political brother. He will do anything,
compromise any principle, as long as he
can still see something somewhere in it
for him. He only turns nasty when he loses
all hope."4
Foreign industrialists have been able
not only to retain but even to extend their
hold in most African countries, using
window-dressing directorships, the
initial acceptance of inefficient national
distributing agencies, the involvement of
the new elite, the exploitation of
corruption and human vanity and the
establishment of the fifty/fifty firms
whose management is an integral part of
the foreign fifty.
The British publishing industry has
been no different in these respects from
any other. Indeed in its struggle to keep
control of its valuable eastern and
southern African markets it has had

certain extra advantages. In 1965, when
the East African Publishing House was
founded it faced a British monopoly
publishing position securely rooted in a
British-type educational system which
seemed almost impregnable. An indigenous publishing house would face this
monopoly with some major disadvantages. In the first place there would be a
shared ownership in which the British
would have the upper hand with a 5%
majority holding. Secondly the educational environment is still so British that
the local or indigenous publisher would
not be able to question many of the
publishing assumptions that are made by
the ministries concerned.
A major problem in publishing is the
amount of capital required. Capital is the
key issue because publishing expects its
returns over a much longer period than
other manufactures, e.g. clothes or
detergents. It is almost impossible to
raise this kind of long-term finance for
publishing within the region. It is,
however, relatively easy to raise it from
foreign publishing circles, but they will
always try to get the best possible terms
with as many strings attached as
possible.
The question of money is the main
reason why one becomes pessimistic
about the possibilities of establishing
more genuinely independent publishing
houses in Africa in the foreseeable
future. As Nottingham observes, it is this
problem of finance that has led some
countries in Africa into the dangerous
cul-de-sac of creating state publishing
houses in partnership with outside
publishers, e.g. British publishers. If the
objective of these outside interests were
the eventual creation of self-sufficient
indigenous publishing units then one
would have no objection to the state
being involved in this kind of development But the outside interests get much
of their profits from producing the
material concerned outside Africa and
47
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selling it to these state publishing houses,
which thus become mere merchandising
depots. There is no attempt to import
publishing skills to the region.
One of the chief dangers of state
publishing houses in Africa is that they
are usually combined with the state
distribution of school books. Since over
80 per cent of the book trade in African
countries is in school books, this means
the virtual extinction of the rural book
trade unless the State runs its own rural
bookshops. There is no indication as yet
in those countries where school book
distribution has been taken over that
rural bookshops are being opened.

are not enough qualified people, nor
enough local facilities to sustain high
quality standards and a reasonable
speed in the production of books. There
are only a few local printers who
undertake to print books and quite often
do not keep to agreed schedules.
The third major problem, that of
distribution, is largely due to an underdeveloped infrastructure. Road, rail and
postal services are slow, infrequent and
expensive, particularly in the rural areas.
The poor bookseller is forced to mark-up
his prices to recover transportation
charges, thereby overburdening the
already expensive book with a price
which the market can hardly bear. In
some areas books cannot gain a foothold
bec'ause there is neither a bookshop nor a
public library.
Other factors which should be considered when looking at the problem of
publishing are:
Firstly, most African countries have a
low per capita income and a high
percentage of unemployment and
underemployment. The cost of living is
high and most of the population is
preoccupied with securing the bare
necessities of life — food, clothing and
shelter. To these people books are a
luxury.
Secondly, the cost of producing books
has risen sharply over the past few years.
This is attributed to world inflation and
to the price of paper. Thirdly, the
publishing industry itself is undercapitalised, and this is specially true of
the indigenous publishing houses. It is
difficult for publishers to secure bank
loans and overdrafts because book
publishing is generally considered to be a
risky, slow and long-term form of
investment.
Publishing in local languages has its
own problems. In the first place there is
considerable local variation in the same
language. Many of the languages do not
have standard orthography, and where

Publishing for the local
market
Henry Chakava says, "On its own, the
local market is not large enough to
support viable publishing. Unless a book
is specially educational with a direct
outlet into the schools, the sales are
normally quite modest. This is because
there are very few people with time to
devote to books or the money with which
to buy therri, or with the habit to continue
reading after formal education has been
completed." 5 Consequently general or
non-educational books are printed in
very small quantities and as a result the
unit costs are so high and the published
prices so unrealistic that the few wouldbe readers are discouraged. Thus,
publishers find themselves in a vicious
circle; they cannot print in larger
quantities without a market, yet in order
to attract readership, the books must be
reasonably priced. Since the textbook market is the only safe one, local
publishers find themselves in needless
competition, rivalry and duplication of
effort, while such areas as children's
books, technical books, and adult
literacy books are not fully exploited.
There is also a problem of a technical
nature — and that is production. There
49
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the Latin alphabet had been adopted, it
has been found lacking in a number of
consonant and vowel sounds. Thus, a
decision to publish in a local language at
once involves one in problems of evolving
additional signs and symbols. This not
only means designing new founts but also
makes the final product difficult to read.
Technically, and from a production point
of view, it also means a limitation in the
choice of authors, readers, editors, and
even printers — who will be drawn from
the particular ethnic group to whom the
book is addressed.

many cases inadequate provision is made
for preservation of books under tropical
climatic conditions. There are few public
libraries and those libraries that exist are
commonly attached to educational
institutions. Library funding is often
inadequate because book acquisition has
low priority in educational budgets. Like
booksellers, libraries most frequently
prepay orders, even for government
publications. Purchases of foreign books
require allocations of scarce foreign
currency although a few developing
countries, such as Nigeria, have now
made book acquisition a top foreign
exchange priority. In some countries,
adequate national bibliographies and
other reference tools have not yet been
developed. In other countries such
materials exist but are not systematically
revised and updated on a regular basis.
For all these reasons, libraries in
developing countries often find it
difficult to serve the needs of both the
general and specialised reading public.
Nonetheless libraries in such countries
have an exceptional social importance
because they make available for public
consumption books that most readers
would not be able to afford to buy
personally. For many readers, libraries
provide the only possible access to books
on a regular basis.

Book distribution
While newspapers and tabloids enjoy
some popularity in many developing
countries, serious books as a general rule
do not. For most people, reading is
associated with utilitarian purposes and
is not regarded as a leisure activity.
Consequently, like book publishers,
booksellers must make a profit on a small
volume of book sales.
In many African countries bookselling
is simply one type of commercial activity
carried on by small shopkeepers. Some
deal in books only at the most propitious
times of the year, for example, at the
beginning of school terms. In order for
shopkeepers to be able to devote
themselves exclusively to the sale of
books, they must have high profit
margins on their sales. In most countries,
however, it is difficult for booksellers to
obtain these profit margins.
Libraries are the major purchasers of
books in developing countries. Although
library purchases are an important part
of the book trade, most developing
countries in Africa possess libraries that
are still in the process of being brought up
to international standards. Professional
librarians still tend to be the exception
rather than the rule. Schools of library
science have only recently been integrated
into the frame of higher education.
Library facilities are often poor and in
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TOWARDS AN ASSOCIATION
FOR LIBRARIANS,
ARCHIVISTS AND OTHER
INFORMATION SCIENTISTS
Since the Zimbabwe Library Association was formed some two
decades ago, it has grown in response to the growth that has taken place
in education, government, population and urban and rural centres. The
attainment of independence and nationhood in 1980 ushered in a new
era of dynamism and expansion that was symbolised by this year's
theme at the annual conference — "The Way Ahead". The envisaged
national library service and documentation and information centres are
notable examples of the changes that are taking place.

P C MA Z IK ANA*

ZLA membership has continued to
grow in spite of the increased subscriptions agreed upon at this year's conference. The library journal comes out
regularly permitting a frank exchange of
views while serving to keep members
informed of developments taking place.
Superficially therefore, it would seem to
be an association riding on the crest of a
wave— the independence wave — for at
long last it can be said that due recognition has been given by the powers-thatbe to the vital role of the librarian in a
nation's development.
And yet, as a branch, Mashonaland
has battled with falling attendances and
an unprecedented apathy. Any outsider
attending our meetings would be excused
for forming the impression that the
branch was composed of not more than
fifteen librarians from three or four
institutions. Where are the rest? How
many government libraries do we have
in Harare? How many schools and
council libraries are there? Where are all
the librarians who staff them?
This problem is by no means a new
one. For to examine the minutes and
reports of previous annual general meetings is to go over the same ground time
and time again, with the same problems

being raised and the same resolutions
being made.
When I was elected chairman of the
branch early this year — archivist as I
am — I was filled with a great deal of
enthusiasm — the sort found only in
someone who is relatively new to an
organisation and who therefore feels he
has all the answers or the energy to
succeed where others faltered. My
enthusiasm also emanated from the composition of the committee — for here
was a group of energetic and go-ahead
professionals dedicated to "stopping
the rot". My hopes were fulfilled after
the first committee meeting for we had
come up with many exciting ideas and
topics which were guaranteed to be
crowd pullers and we were optimistic
that our term of office would herald a
new era for the branch.
Our hopes, in retrospect, have proved
to be no more than lofty and unattainable
aspirations; there has been many an
occasion when we have secured the
services of a prominent and much sought*Peter Mazikana is Chairman of the Mashonaland Branch of the ZLA and Principal Archivist, National Archives of Zimbabwe.
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after speaker (for no remuneration!)
only to be disappointed by an attendance
of fewer than one dozen. None of our
guest speakers has expressed displeasure but one suspects that some of them
have felt deeply insulted by these attendances.
In despair, the committee has reviewed and reassessed its programme.
Are the topics dull? Is it the choice of
speakers? Are the venue, time and date
appropriate? Where does the apathy
stem from that even prevents members
from responding to a questionnaire
asking what is wrong with the association? Does the association attract only
drab and inactive people, incapable of
giving just one hour a month out of their
'busy schedules"? The answers to the
above questions have eluded us — for
now can we know when members cannot
3ven be bothered to answer a simple
questionnaire.
There is no doubt that the Zimbabwe
Library Association is a viable and going
:oncern. We are informed of monthly
neetings in Matabeleland that are full
:o overflowing. As this is patently not
he case in Harare, perhaps the time has
:ome to look beyond the confines of
ibrarianship to fellow information proessionals with whom we can share our
noughts and activities and who can
iring a fresh spirit and a new vigour to

regenerate and rekindle the information
fires.
The name Zimbabwe Library Association clearly reveals the category of
person for whom it is meant to cater.
While the constitution provides for
participation by other information professionals, they never get to read the
constitution as they are immediately
rebuffed by the name of the association.
Librarians in Zimbabwe constitute the
largest group among the information
handlers; but we should not forget others
who may be archivists, documentalists,
computer experts and those whose work
involves them in the acquisition, preservation, dissemination and handling of
information.
As an archivist, there are numerous
occasions when I have pondered on the
desirability of forming an archival association that can examine, debate and
further archival activities in this country.
I have, however, always come to the
realisation that there are not enough
archivists to form a viable association,
even if one were to canvass and get the
support of church and other archivists.
My plight is shared, I am sure, by other
information handlers. I am, of course, a
member of the Zimbabwe Library Association — but how many other colleagues
in information work have joined? If they
joined, would they benefit from pro-

VVE CARRY EXCELLENT STOCKS OF
Primary and Secondary School Textbooks
Supplementary Readers, Library Books
WE ARE HAPPY TO ORDER FOR YOU
anything that you do not find on our shelves
WE ARE CONTRACTORS TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
AND ABOVE ALL WE OFFER SERVICE

ALPHA BOOKS (PVT.) LTD.
(Formerly the S.P.C.K. Bookshop)
Paget House
87 Union Avenue

Phone 22553

grammes as presently structured? Would
the librarians agree to discussions that
only remotely touched on their professional interests?

utilise to advance themselves professionally. I believe that a change of name
would result in a revitalisation of the
association as well as a widening of its
areas of activity. It would be beneficial
in affording fellow information scientists
the chance to get a glimpse of the
operations and functions of their colleagues. In view of the proposed documentation and information centres in
which information professionals from
various disciplines will intermingle, a
widened information association will
ensure that no one works in a cocoon but
rather that there is a vigorous interchange of ideas.
Lastly, this should not be seen as an
attempty by an archivist to hijack the
association. It is a plea to librarians to
spread their wings, and, in the spirit in
which librarians have traditionally fostered archival activity and been custodians of archives themselves, to help
other information professionals who cannot stand on their own in a small and
young nation such as Zimbabwe.

It may be argued that in its present
form, the association leaves room for
partipation by other information scientists — but this is no more than incidental
rather than a deliberate effort to cater
for their interests. My own recruitment
initiatives have left me in no doubt that
as long as it remains as a purely library
association, it will continue to attract
only librarians and to exclude — if only
negatively — other information disciplines. An expansion of the name and
functions of the association seems
desirable.
To begin with, waverers would see
themselves as being catered for while
others presently not aware of the information handling link with librarians
would for the first time become aware of
the existence of a forum which they can

QUOTES CASED No. 23-24
No furniture is so charming as books.
I am convinced that digestion is the great
secret of life.

Ibid
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THE SWEDISH

LIBRARY

SCENE

as observed by S R Dube*
Report of a Study Tour
The programme of my visit to Sweden in September/October 1982
was composed of two parts: firstly, participation in a week-long
international course in Stockholm on Hospital Library Services for
Patients and Library Services for Disabled People; and secondly, a twoweek study tour of Swedish libraries and information centres.
The Swedish public library policy is
based on the cultural policy of the
Swedish Government and I soon realised
that one had first to understand its
philosophical foundation before going
into the intricacies of its organisational
framework. I shall therefore briefly
outline this policy before giving an
account of my travels.
Swedes take for granted cultural
institutions such as theatres, public
libraries, museums and concert halls, as
well as the cultural facilities outside
formal institutions offered by independent theatre, dance and music groups
and amateur cultural programmes. The
overall structure of the programmes
offered by central government or a
community is referred to as its cultural
policy.
Cultural policy is one of the tools used
to improve social conditions; others are
the social welfare policy, the educational
policy and other social planning programmes. If cultural policy is to be
meaningful and effective, it should not
operate in isolation but in harmony with
other aspects of national life. Hence in
Sweden the cultural policy is guided by
the following objectives:
1. To help to protect freedom of speech
and create the real conditions
necessary for this freedom to be used;
2. To offer people opportunities for

creative activity of their own and
promote contacts between people;
3. To combat the negative effects of
commercialism in the cultural sector;
4. To give consideration to the experiences and needs of disadvantaged
groups;
5. To make possible artistic and cultural
renewal;
6. To guarantee that the cultural
heritage of earlier ages is preserved
and brought to life;
7. To promote an exchange of experience and ideas in the cultural sector
across national boundaries.
These guidelines will provide the basis
for an understanding of the philosophy
behind the very impressive network of
libraries in Sweden.
Back to my travels.
The course was organised by the IF LA
Section for Hospital Libraries and
Services to the Disabled and was
sponsored by IFLA and a number of
interested bodies in Scandinavia. There
were 40 participants of whom four were
from the Third World. The inspiring
keynote address was given at the opening
on 20 September by Professor Tordis
0rjasaeter (from the Norwegian Postgraduate Teacher Training Centre of
Special Education) on the theme "The
Right to Read". She defined the right to
read as ". . . The right to experience
books. It is the right to learn to read even
if you are not six but sixteen or sixty years

"Sam Dube is Assistant Government Librarian.
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Royal Family) and the eighteenthcentury theatre with a basket meal and
Swedish wine supplied aboard — a real
and royal treat!
The second part of the programme was
a study tour specially arranged for me by
the Swedish Institute. The purpose of the
study tour was five-fold:
1. To study aspects of Swedish library
services which could be adopted and
adapted in Zimbabwe;
2. To study the use of technology in
Swedish libraries and its cost
effectiveness;
3. To study the use of centralised
services in activities such as cataloguing, book ordering, bookbinding,
furniture design and interlibrary
loans;
4. To study the use of bookmobiles;
5. To study the training programmes
and facilities in Sweden.
The tour entailed visiting all types of
libraries and this meant travelling long
distances to counties, rural areas and
several cities. The highlight of the tour
was the stints I had on bookmobiles, or
bookbuss as they are called in Sweden. It
was both enjoyable and educative to
observe from behind the issue desk of a
bookmobile the use made of this service.
It was also interesting to see how
the Swedish cultural policy was
reflected in the establishment of culture
houses throughout the country where a
library was built adjacent to a museum,
theatre and information centre. I was
consoled to find that despite the use of
computer terminals in most of the
libraries which I visited, the card
catalogue is still as fashionable as ever!
Finally, for those who think that UDC,
DDC and Library of Congress dominate
the library world, including Scandinavia,
you had better think again — the Swedes
do their own thing: the Swedish Classification System is used throughout the
entire public library service.

old. It is the right to get books to be able
to continue reading . . .".
Then followed a number of papers on
library services for people with various
kinds of disabilities and for hospital
patients, read by specialists in library
services for the disabled and other
experts such as medical doctors. One of
the highlights was a forum discussion by
the Group For Easy-to-Read Books from
the Swedish Board of Education. This
group consisted of an author, an artist, an
editor, an educationist and a representative of readers for whom the E.R.
(Easy-to-Read) Books are intended.
Easy-to-read books on the readers' own
terms is a Swedish project designed for
the production of literature for readers
who have difficulty in understanding and
in following a written text, or for readers
who have a limited understanding of a
second language. The group is therefore
engaged in developing ideas and criteria
for E.R. books.
An important feature of the proceedings was a visit to a relevant
institution after a paper dealing with
library services to a group with a
particular disability had been read. One
of the most interesting of such visits was
to Karlstad Central Hospital, over
200 kilometres from Stockholm, in the
county of Varmland. Every hospital in
Varmland has a combined library — that
is to say, it caters for both medical staff
and patients; and, with the exception of
Karlstad Hospital Library, all are
branches of the local municipal library.
Karlstad Hospital Library is run by the
county council and is the central hospital
library of Varmland.
The course ended with a discussion
and recommendations on how to plan
and develop library services in hospitals
and for the elderly and disabled in the
community.
The busy but very enjoyable week was
rounded off with a trip to the Palace of
Drottningholm (residence of the Swedish
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SCECSAL V
Report of the Fifth Biennial Standing Conference
of Eastern, Central and Southern African
Librarians (SCECSAL), Blantyre, Malawi,
16-21 August 1982

by G C Motsi*
The Fifth Standing Conference of
Eastern, Central and Southern African
Librarians (SCECSAL) was the second
attended by Zimbabwean delegates.
From its foundation, the aims of
SCECSAL have been based on the
realisation that the libraries in the region
comprising the former British colonies of
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland had common
problems. Consequently it was felt to be
both imperative and relevant for
regular regional conferences to be
convened for the purposes of sharing
ideas on progress made and discussing
problems in the development of library
services in the region.

African states within the region were still
developing nations. With this in mind, it
was important to redefine the role of
libraries to that of active participation in
national development Such participation
would be highlighted in the provision of
relevant and up-to-date information to
both government and the private sector
for successful planning; opening library
doors to all users especially those in adult
education programmes; expanding
library services to rural areas where the
bulk of the population lives; and lastly
designing of the curricula and trainingof
librarians and information specialists to
run the services.

Conference papers

Delegates

The conference was officially opened
by the Malawian Minister of Education
and Culture who, in his opening speech,
challenged the delegates to implement
the decisions reached at the conference.
In all, eight papers were read, each
dealing with a specific complementary
topic.
Stan Made, librarian of the University
of Zimbabwe, called for the development
of an indigenous publishing industry in
the SCECSAL countries. The full text of
his paper appears in this issue of the
Zimbabwe Librarian.
A good number of papers dealt
extensively with the very important issue
of the need for libraries to identify with
national development. D J Foskett

SCECSAL V was attended by ninety
delegates from the member countries
and guest speakers. Among the latter
were M J Ramsden, Head of the
Department of Librarianship, Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology in
Australia; K C Harrison, Executive
Secretary of Commonwealth Library
Association (COMLA) and D J Foskett,
Director of Libraries and Goldsmith
Librarian, University of London. The
last two are authors of a number of
recommended books on librarianship.

Theme
The theme of SCECSAL V was
"Libraries for national development" a theme relevant to the present stage of
development in the region. SCECSAL
understood that today independent

*Goodi»ett Motsi in Senior Archivist, National
Archives of Zimbabwe.
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stressed the need for academic libraries,
the university libraries in particular, to
extend their services beyond the university. University libraries, he argued,
were often the biggest, the best staffed
and best stocked of all libraries in the
countries. Users should include the
indigenous industrialists, adult education
students and the government. National
library services in most countries were
not yet fully developed and therefore the
university libraries could play a vital role
in the meantime.
From his experience as Director of the
Malawi Library Service, S Mabomba
pointed to the fact that the national
library services could never be really
national and successful if services were
not available to the rural areas where the
bulk of the population lived and to adult
education students.
The fullest exploitation of library and
information services could not be
achieved if the services were understaffed
and run by unqualified personnel.
S I Kotei drew attention to the vital role
librarians should play by helping to
design the appropriate curricula and
train library and information personnel.
One of the solutions he put forward was
the establishment of bigger regional
training schools especially at graduate
level. In such projects M Harper, Unesco
Librarian/Learning Resource Specialist
to Malawi gave details of the aid Unesco
was giving to Malawi for the training of
librarians. Such aid, she assured the
conference, would be available to
individual countries and the region as a
whole.
It is evident from this short summary
that the papers were well researched and
as a result inspired fruitful debate.

tackled the problem at the sub-professional level by establishing a one-year
library assistants' course for those who
had had four years' secondary education.
The course was run by the Malawi
Library Association.
Uganda, however, faced an exceptionally difficult time after the rule of Idi
Amin. There were worse shortages of
staff and books.
The proposed Zimbabwe National
Library Service stirred great interest,
and at the next conference, SCECSAL
VI to be held in Zimbabwe in 1984,
delegates will be looking forward to a
detailed progress report.

Resolutions
A number of important resolutions
were passed which, if implemented,
would go a long way towards solving some
of the problems faced by the region:
1. Investigations into the existing
professional library schools were
needed in order to find out if there was
scope for expansion to cater for
regional needs, instead of individual
countries building their own schools,
especially at the professional level.
Training at the sub-professional level
was to be left to the individual
countries;
2. Future training programmes in
SADCC countries should concentrate
more on adult education and the
expansion of library and information
services for rural areas, rather than on
urban areas;
3. SCECSAL should work in co-operation with other information bodies,
such as ECARBICA, which are aimed
at the dissemination of information;
4. In an effort to promote sharing of
resources, member countries should
compile national bibliographies
where none existed; and in those
countries where they were being
compiled, they should be published at
regular intervals, e.g. annually;

Country reports
The reports established that there was
a common problem of a shortage of staff
at both the professional and sub-professional levels. Malawi had successfully
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Sub-regional workshop

5. Member associations of SCECSAL
should promote co-operation at subregional level by the exchange of
journals, newsletters and annual
reports and representation at the
annual conferences of the different
associations.

ideas; second, the theme of the
conference was of particular relevance to
information workers in Zimbabwe in that
the nation has to be made aware of its
resources and that it is the duty of
archivists and librarians to promote this.
The Malawi Library Association is to
be congratulated on its superb
organisation; the hospitality, speakers,
arrangements and publicity could not
have been bettered. A suggestion for
organisers of SCECSAL VI, however, is
that more time be given to delegates to
visit major libraries in the host city.

Evaluation of the conference
Attendance at the conference was of
tremendous value in several ways: first,
from a professional point of view, it was
useful to meet other librarians and share

SUB-REGIONAL TRAINING
WORKSHOP ON INFORMATION
SUPPORTS FOR ADULT
EDUCATION
Report by B L B Mushonga*
This Workshop, held in Harare from
11-21 October 1982, was sponsored and
organised by Unesco's Division of Literacy, Adult Education and Rural Development in co-operation with the Department of Non-Formal Education,
Ministry of Education and Culture.
There were 30 delegates and five
resource persons from as far afield as
the USA, USSR, Thailand and France.
The delegates came from the region
Africa, South of the Sahara. They
included adult educators, journalists,
information officers, extension officers
and librarians.
The objectives of the workshop were
to identify all the information supports
for adult education and critically examine
ways and means of improving them for
effective adult education programmes
in the region.

The following information supports
were identified:—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Electronic media e.g. radio, TV,
cassettes, video, films;
Print media e.g. newspapers,
magazines, books;
Regulatory support e.g. legislation;
Institutional support e.g. libraries and museums;
Field workers;
Folk media.

The strengths and weaknesses of each
of these information supports were discussed and suggestions for improvements were given. On the question of
libraries, the workshop recommended
that these should be established in the
rural areas where, in most countries of
the sub-region, 90% of the population
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On electronic media, emphasis was
placed on the radio which it was felt was
cheaper than television. The question of
cheap receivers, abolition of radio
licences, establishment of strong FM
transmissions to cover the whole country
and facilities for repair and maintenance
of the radio receivers were discussed
comprehensively.
Zimbabwe with its four radio channels
was congratulated. The shortage of dry
cell batteries in most of the countries
was seen as one of the limiting factors in
the use of the radio as an information
support for adult education.
The report of the proceedings will be
published by Unesco. I found the workshop very useful, particularly because of
its interdisciplinary approach to the
problem of adult education and literacy.

lived. It was also recommended that
Unesco should actively support a scheme
for producing literature suitable for new
literates and post literacy. It was noted
that most adults were interested in
functional literacy and that libraries,
through providing comprehensive collections of material, should support the
needs of the new literates. The need for
well trained and motivated librarians to
work in the rural areas was also emphasised.
On the print media, the workshop
noted that most of the newspapers
published were mostly for urban consumption. It was recommended that
governments should actively aim at
producing rural newspapers with a preponderance of rural news and activities
and contributions from rural people. A
study of print sizes should be carried
out to determine the most suitable print
for rural newspapers.

*Bradshaw Mushonga is Senior Government
Librarian.

Health Sciences Librarianship
The Arusha Workshop
ESAMI/DSE/WHO/UNESCO
Workshop on Management of Health Science Libraries with Emphasis on
Co-operation, Arusha, Tanzania, 26 July- 6 August 1982
The workshop, as the name suggests,
was a co-operative effort of the Eastern
and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI) which provided
accommodation for the participants; the
German Foundation for International
Development (DSE) which funded all
travel and hotel accommodation; the
World Health Organisation (WHO) which
organised the workshop; and the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) which
sponsored the course co-ordinator.
The workshop was attended by 21
representatives from eight countries:

A. J. GOZCf
Congo-Brazzaville, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and
Zimbabwe -- Helga Patrikios and I
represented Zimbabwe.
Arusha, with its cool climate, proved
an ideal venue. ESAMI is built on a hill
called Njiro, with a beautiful view of the
countryside including Mount Meru and
the snow-capped Mount Kilimanjaro.
The importance of library co-opera*Joyce Gozo is Assistant Librarian, Medical
Library, University of Zimbabwe.
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tion cannot be over-emphasised; no
single library nowadays can afford to
possess all the materials necessary to
satisfy its users. In the developing
countries, the financial problems are
aggravated by insufficient foreign
currency. Furthermore, even if the
money were available, no one library
would be able to house all the materials
necessary for its users at the rate at
which it is being published.
For library co-operation to succeed,
librarians must be thoroughly familiar
with certain managerial skills. The objectives of the workshop were therefore
to:
1. Encourage and promote the attitudes
and managerial capabilities favourable to co-operative activities;
2. Improve the ability of library personnel to prepare tools and develop
procedures for co-operative activities;

3. Develop staff expertise in those
technical areas that are directly
related to resource sharing, such as
serials management, interlibrary
lending and copying services;
4. Increase interaction between health
sciences librarians.
The workshop was conducted by a
number of visiting experts and ESAMI
staff. Subjects which were covered relating to health sciences management
included human resources management,
motivation, communication, budgeting,
training of health sciences library staff,
acquisitions, retention and weeding
policies, education of library users and
computer applications. The library cooperation component of the workshop
covered network structure, tools required for networking, standardisation,
serials listing, record keeping, planning
and preparing a directory.
Some very interesting practical
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objectives. For it to be considered a
total success, however, the participants
would have to implement the recommendations, which will not be easy.
Without official support, the recommendations cannot be carried out, for it
is clear that any library designated as
the national focal point will need extra
funds for additional personnel, copying
facilities and stationery.
For the achievement of the recommendations, it is essential that the
ministry of health in each country
support the identification and development of a national focal point for a
health sciences information network.
There should also be active co-operation
between the health ministry and the
health sciences libraries in planning the
development and growth of health information services. Such co-operation is
necessary if librarians are to provide the
information essential to furthering the
aims of the project 'Health for all by the
year 2 000'.
On a lighter note, the social highlight
of the visit to Tanzania was a trip to the
second largest volcanic crater in the
world — the beautiful Ngorongoro Crater,
acknowledged as one of the great
wonders of the world. To reach the floor
of the crater which covers 102 square
miles, one has to drive down the precipitous 2 000-foot rim. The floor of the
crater is famous for the variety and
number of animals to be seen — wildebeest, zebra, gazelle, lion, jackal and
white rhinoceros. We also saw a variety
of birds, such as guinea fowl, storks,
pelicans and thousands of magnificent
pink flamingoes in the crater's salt lake.
This weekend trip, together with the
workshop's very lively sessions and discussions — in which participants took
an active role by putting forward their
ideas and experiences — combined to
give us a most educative and interesting
fortnight.

sessions were conducted on searching
using Index medicus, preparing a union
list and a directory — resulting in a
rudimentary directory of the health
sciences libraries represented at the
workshop.
After two weeks of hard work, participants agreed, on the following recommendations to be implemented on their
return home:
1. The library most suited to be the
national focal point for each country's
health sciences libraries should be
designated; it should become the
future centre for national and international network activities;
2. Initially co-operation on an intercountry level should be restricted to
the exchange of photocopies of
journal articles. Therefore the national
focal point should compile a union
list of periodical holdings in all health
sciences libraries in the country;
3. The plan for an African Medical
Library Association, initiated at the
Belgrade meeting of medical librarians, should be implemented without
delay;
4. Each country should contribute towards the compilation of an African
index medicus, to be undertaken by
WHO, by sending copies of all its
health sciences periodicals to the
WHO Regional Librarian. This index
will supplement Index medicus published by the National Library of
Medicine (USA);
5. Each country should collect and forward to WHO all fugitive health
literature. This literature is to be
processed by WHO initially, and
disseminated through a regional data
base known as HERTS (Health Related Information System). HERIS
will be complementary to African
index medicus.
The workshop was a success insofar
as it was able to achieve its immediate
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N.L.D.S. DEVELOPMENTS
Report of a Meeting of the National Library
and Documentation Council
held in Harare on
4 November 1982
Mr John Mapondera, Deputy Chief Cultural Officer, called the meeting
to brief the council on the progress made in the establishment of the
National Library and Documentation Service.
On 2 September, the Ministry of
Education and Culture had signed an
agreement with the French Government
worth Z$23000000 for technical services and equipment to be supplied by
Sopha Developpement. Approval had
been given by the Ministry of Economic
Planning and Development as part of the
three year transitional economic plan.
The agreement required that more
specific discussions be held with specialists in Paris and he had just returned
from a three-week trip to Europe bringing back preliminary drawings for the
NLDS headquarters and a mobile library.
The initial contract was for six mobile
libraries and it was hoped to acquire a
further two from another source so that
each province could have one. Other
vehicles to be provided in terms of the
contract were a seven-ton lorry, seven
three-and-a-half ton vans, two smaller
vans and two 18-seater buses, one for
the training school and one for a touring
theatre company.
While in Europe, Mr Mapondera also
held discussions in Sweden and Britain
and with Unesco, mainly with regard to
library training and the purchase of
books. SIDA and the Swedish Library
Association would be providing books,
training staff and and other professional
services. The ministry had accepted an
offer from the British Council of assistance with training, the formulation of a
syllabus and teaching materials. One

British and two Unesco consultants
would be arriving in mid-November;
they would work with the Sub-committee
on Library Training on a syllabus. It was
hoped that training would start in 1983
using the facilities of the Belvedere
Teachers' College initially.
The project had reached take-off
point, which raised the question of staff.
No financial provision had yet been
made for library personnel but a submission had been made in the supplementary budget which would be presented to Parliament early next year. The
immediate need was for teaching staff:
the British had offered two, the French,
in terms of the contract, would send one
and Sweden would probably provide
two.
The main task of the meeting was to
examine the drawings and recommend
improvements before they were submitted to the Minister.

National Library HQ
The headquarters of the service will
be built on the Manica Road extension
of the Civic Centre. Apart from the
stack areas, offices and seating for 500
readers, the three-storey building will
house an auditorium with a capacity of
500, cafeteria, lecture room, computer
centre (which will also handle SADIS
operations) and, on the top floor, the
offices of the Division of Culture. A
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further 100 seats for readers will be
provided in gardens leading off from the
building. Initially the headquarters will
offer a lending service which will be
phased out as the national service
develops.
The meeting suggested only one minor
modification to the drawing.

jection screen will be installed at the
very back. Built-in sleeping accommodation for two is provided and the cab
will be equipped with a radio telephone
and loud speaker system to announce
the mobile's arrival.
Each mobile library will be manned
by a driver/technician and a librarian.
The meeting proposed a new arrangement of the shelving and issue desk to
provide for greater security and more
space for users.

Mobile Library
An articulated vehicle 11 metres long
and 2,42 metres wide is envisaged. The
front will be devoted to open shelving
which will accommodate 2 500-3 000
books and an issue desk. The middle
portion will contain media facilities —
records, cassettes and video cassettes
and the equipment required to play
them — and book boxes for distribution
to intermediate centres between provincial headquarters and culture houses.
The media facilities are intended to
support development and extension
programmes. Facilities for staff such as
a sink, cooking unit and refrigerator will
occupy the rear. Speakers and a pro-

Logo Competition
Mr Mapondera announced that the
French airline, UTA, had agreed to
sponsor a competition in Zimbabwe and
France for the design of the NLDS logo
to be used on mobile libraries, vans and
stationery. The prize for the winning
entry would be two-week trip to France
for two, or for the French winner, a trip
to Zimbabwe. Details of the competition
will be announced shortly.

P Francis

SHONA

NDEBELE

NOVELS - FOLK TALES - SHORT STORIES
POETRY - DRAMA - PROVERBS - CUSTOMS
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY - HOMECRAFT
GRAMMARS - DICTIONARIES
CHILDREN'S COMICS
(also books in English)
Sponsors of STANDARD SHONA DICTIONARY — Hannan
'One of the best planned dictionaries of a Bantu Language.'

THE LITERATURE

BUREAU

(Ministry of Education and Culture)

Electra House
Samora Machel Avenue
HARARE

Telephone
26929
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What they didn't teach you in library school
ADVERTISING YOUR SERVICE
The Morley Book Co. Ltd.

The sixth in a series of practical hints for library assistants
by Robin Doust

Library Booksellers

A Member of
The Dunn & Wilson Group of Companies

Specialists in Children's Books
Paperbacks in Flexicover Format
Standing Orders for Reference Publications
Extensive Stock Holdings
Classified Stock Lists
Annotated Monthly Lists of Forthcoming Titles

The Morley Book Co. Ltd.
Elmfield Road
Morley
Leeds LS27 ONN
Tel: 0532 53811 Telex: 55304
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A newly qualified graduate librarian
came to work at my library recently, and
I suggested that she might like to
organise a display of book covers on a
notice board in the library. I thought she
might find such a task a little more
interesting than the more boring duties
usually given to recently qualified librarians, but to my amazement she said
that she had never been given any
instruction in display work during her
library training and had no idea how to
make a start.

haphazardly. The cover of a large book
can often be opened out to its full width
as the centre piece, or an alternative
centre piece might be a suitable poster,
perhaps from a travel agency if a number
of travel books are to be displayed.
Sometimes, however, it is worth organising displays of the books themselves.
These will add interest to your library,
and need not necessarily be new books.
If you choose a suitable subject, the
component parts of which are normally
scattered throughout the classification
scheme, you will draw your readers'
attention to many books which might
otherwise be missed. Some time ago, I
produced a display of Time-Life books;
these have attractive covers, and are
concerned with a tremendous variety of
subjects. A letter to the Time-Life
publishing company resulted in receipt
of some very nice posters and advertising
material which formed a centre piece for
the display, and readers who enjoy the
pictorial format of the series were introduced to many titles from the more
distant sections of the library which they
had never seen before. A similar display
on, for instance, France, would enable
you to include travel books, French
language titles, and French literature —
and I am sure an approach to a travel
agency or the French Embassy in Harare
would produce some useful publicity
material for use as a centre piece.
The presentation of such displays,
which need not take much time to
organise, will do much to curb the
occasional grumbles that one hears from
readers — "You never seem to have any
new books" — and will also make your
library appear a brighter and more
attractive place at the same time.

Since many libraries in Zimbabwe
tend to be stocked with rather old
unattractive looking books, I believe it is
important that when we receive new
books, we take the trouble to advertise
the fact by displaying them conspicuously to our readers. Since library
schools do not seem to give any advice
on how this may be done, here are a few
suggestions.
It always takes a week or two for new
books to be catalogued and processed.
If the dustjackets from these are removed
immediately they are received, they can
be displayed on notice boards while the
actual books are being prepared for
circulation. In my experience, this is a
better way to draw attention to them
than displays of the books themselves
from which we always seem to lose a few
no matter how good the security system;
there is no risk of this happening if just
the paper jacket is displayed.
When organising such a display, it
looks more professional if the covers are
arranged in a formal pattern, preferably
with the "blurb" carrying the publisher's
description of the book opened out for
display, rather than being stuck up
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IN BRIEF
Gweru T C Library
The new library building at Gweru
Teachers' College was opened on 6
October by the Secretary for Education
and Culture, Dr Nicholas Makura. Built
atacostof over$250 000 in the shapeof
a 16 pointed star, the library took 15
months to complete. The British Council
made a valuable book presentation to
the library and donations were also
received from Mambo Press and the
Gweru City Council. Dr Makura spoke
of his ministry's intention to introduce
library studies into the teacher education
course, which was good news for college
librarians who have already designed a
syllabus for such a course.

(B. TOWNSEND & CO. (PVT.) LTD.)

FOR PROMPT SERVICE
NEW BOOKS, PERIODICALS, STATIONERY AND
LOTTERY TICKETS:
Ambassador House, Union Avenue, Harare
Phones 24611, 26679
P.O. BOX 3281 — HARARE
BOOKS AIRFREIGHTED FROM U.K.

ECARBJCA 7
The National Archives hosted the
7th Biennial Conference of the East
and Central Africa Regional Branch
of the International Council on
Archives from 13-18 September on the
theme 'Archives and the New Order'.
The first two days were devoted to a
seminar on archival problems in developing countries — in particular,
migrated, or removed, archives and access to archives.
The conference was attended by
representatives from eight countries in
the region and a number of guest speakers: Dr Frank Evans of Unesco; Dr SAI
Tirmizi, recently retired Director of the
Indian National Archives who represented the International Council of
Archives; Mr Michael Roper, head of
the Public Record Office at Kew; Mr A.
Leisinger, former head of the ICA Microfilming Committee, who stayed on after
the conference as a consultant to the
National Archives of Zimbabwe; and
Signora O S Paolini, an expert on restoration from the Florence State
Archives. Historians were represented
by Professor T O Ranger, Dr H Bhila and

NATIONAL FREE LIBRARY
OF ZIMBABWE

SENIOR LIBRARIANS
The library, which is a national lending library and national centre for inter-library
loans, has vacancies on its senior staff for qualified librarians who are Chartered
Librarians or hold a degree or higher diploma in library science.
Salary scale: $7 152 x $372 to $8 640 x $432 to $10 368
Benefits include pension scheme, medical aid and holiday bonus. Posts offer the
prospect of a progressive career in a future national library and documentation
service.
Write, with full curriculum vitae and copies of two recent testimonials ornamesof
two referees, as soon as possible, to:
THE LIBRARIAN
P.O. BOX 1773,
BULAWAYO

66

I

Professors R S Roberts and M Gelfand.
Professor Ali Mazrui, an eminent African
political scientist, gave a public lecture
at the National Gallery after a display of
traditional singing and dancing.
The conference agreed to investigate
the setting up of an International Microfilming Assistance Fund; and to adopt
joint programmes for the microfilming
of migrated archives for presentation to
bodies such as Unesco, and a regional
approach to the problem of access,
particularly with regard to legislation.
.The presence of visiting experts on
archives was of particular value for their
guidance on procedures for drawing up
project proposals and their familiarity
with current practices. For Zimbabweans, the discovery that we had not
lapsed into the archival dark ages as a
result of our years of international isolation was heartening. In fact, by regional
standards, NAZ is extremely well off in
terms of qualified staff, equipment and
other facilities.
Mrs A S Kamba, Director of the
National Archives of Zimbabwe, was
elected Chairwoman of ECARBICA at
the conclusion of the conference.
The conference proceedings will be
published in full.

Berlin Workshop
A Workshop on Teaching Material/
Preparation of a Reader for Library
Training was held in Berlin from 1-9
September 1982 and attended by two
Zimbabwean delegates, Stan Made and
Bradshaw Mushonga. The workshop
was sponsored by the German Foundation for International Development with
the main objective of preparing a
manual for use in the teaching of librarianship and information science in
eastern, central and southern Africa, in
response to a request at SCECSAL IV
that as most of the teaching material
locally available was foreign to the region,
suitable teaching aids should be developed.

Nineteen delegates from twelve
countries from the region were invited,
as well as experts from the UK, to
prepare a reader for library training.
Articles prepared by both Zimbabweans
were selected for inclusion in the manual.
The manual emphasises the problems
of underdevelopment and illiteracy and
tries to show how libraries and information centres can assist in solving these
problems. It is made up of the following
sections: Foundation concepts; Library
and information services; Management
of information services; Sources, organisation, and arrangement of materials;
User education services; and Local and
regional information services.
The manual will be published by the
German Foundation and distributed free
to countries throughout the region.

She also recently organised the 5th
Annual Course for Library Assistants
and Teachers in Charge of School
Libraries at the Teachers Hostel in
Mount Pleasant. The course was
arranged by the School Libraries Section
of the ZLA, with the support of the
Ministry of Education and Culture. It
was attended by 32 representatives from
secondary schools, one from a primary
school and two from Zintec centres, and
again generated a great deal of interest
and enthusiasm.
Denise Grant, Treasurer of the ZLA,
and Jane Bourdillon resigned from
National Archives in the middle of the
year for the birth of a son and daughter
respectively. Our congratulations go to
them.

IFLA Programme

Congratulations are due also to other
NAZ staff: Meshack Mutsamwira who
has passed the Diploma in Library
Science at the University College of
Wales at Aberystwyth; and Jacob Kufa
and Nelson Mushariwa who have just
returned from the University of London
having successfully completed the
Diploma in Archives Administration.
Both covered themselves in glory and
have been invited to submit a thesis fora
Masters degree.

The IFLA Medium Term Programme
1981-1985 has been published. The
MTP covers the programmes for the
Universal Availability of Publications,
Universal Bibliographic Control and
International MARC. The MTP is available from the ZLA Secretary, Rosemary
Molam (National Archives), for consultation. Institutional members of IFLA
who wish to obtain a copy of the MTP
are asked to write to IFLA Headquarters,
P 0 B 2509 CH, The Hague, Netherlands.

A writers series designed for
Zimbabwe's readership
PETALS OF BLOOD by Ngugi wa
Thiong'o. A brilliant expose of neocolonialism in independent Africa.

The news has just come to hand that the
1983 ZLA Conference will be held at
Gweru Teachers' College. The Matabeleland Branch will be organising it, but
most of the responsibility will fall on
Roger Stringer who is on the spot. The
date and the theme have not yet been
finalised. Mashonaland Branch members
have a dismal record of attending conferences outside Harare and it is hoped
that they will make an effort to be there,
particularly as it will give them an opportunity to air their views on the proposed
NLDS.

School libraries news
June Smith, Senior Librarian in the
Ministry of Education and Culture, has
just returned from a visit to the United
States and Canada. In Red Deer, Alberta,
she represented the ministry at the
Annual Conference of the International Association of School Librarianship. She presented a tape/slide
programme on Zimbabwe, and spoke on
school library provision and the planned
National Library and Documentation
Service.
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Mungoslri

BANDIET by Hugh Lewin. A sensitive
personal account of the horror of political imprisonment in South Africa.
RUNAKO MUNJODZI by IM.M. Mutasa.
The latest novel by one of Zimbabwe's
most popular Shona authors.

Dry Season

TELL FREEDOM by Peter Abrahams. A classic autobiography describing
the author's fight for freedom from Johannesburg's slums.
BATTLEFRONT NAMIBIA by John Ya-Otto. A leading SWAPO activist
describes the terror and torture he suffered.
WAITING FOR THE RAIN by Charles Mungoshi. The most acclaimed
novel to date by Zimbabwe's most outstanding author.
COMING OF THE DRY SEASON by Charles Mungoshi. Banned by the
RF this collection of short stories is now available in Zimbabwe.
NO EASY WALK TO FREEDOM by Nelson Mandela. Writings and
speeches of the detained leader of the ANC of South Africa.
HOUSE OF HUNGER by Dambudzo Marechera. A sensational and
controversial novel which won the Guardian Fiction Prize.

Bandiet
Seven Years in
a South African
LEWIN

1983 ZLA Conference

fcharles

UMZENZI KAKHALELWA by Lenah
Mazibuko. This book examines the conflict between traditional and Christian
values.
UP IN ARMS by Chenjerai Hove. A fine
collection of poetry from the people,
about the people and for the people.
DOWN SECOND AVENUE by Ezekiel
Mphahlele. A brilliant and disturbing
autobiography of life under apartheid.

ZIMBABWE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box BW-350, Harare, Zimbabwe
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