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Brief History of Podcasting 

 The creation of the term is credited to Ben Hammersley who 
used podcast as a synonym for audio-blogging or amateur 
internet radio.

 Podcasting is a term coined in 2004, combining two words: 
iPod and broadcasting (Kothe, 2006).

 podcast was identified as a prominent word by the Editors of 
The New Oxford American Dictionary in 2005 (Lee, 2006)

 Now a Google search for podcasting retrieve about 
28,100,000 as compared to less than 30 in 2004.



What is Podcasting

 refer to the sharing of audio files over the 
World Wide Web (WWW) associated with 
portable devices (Purcell, 2011).  

 way to deliver content over the internet 
using sound files (Roberts, 2007).

 “the distribution of audio or video files, such 
as radio program[mes] or music videos, over 
the internet using either RSS or Atom 
syndication for listening on mobile devices 
and personal computers.” (Wikipedia, 2005)



What is Podcasts?

 “a digital recording of a radio broadcast or similar program, 
made available on the Internet for downloading to a personal 
audio player.” Lee (2006) 

 syndicated broadcasts that are pushed to subscribers using 
online aggregators using the Really Simple Syndication (RSS). 
(Roberts, 2007) 

 techie word to describe the distribution of content via such 
channels as RSS. (Stephens , 2007)  

 a multimedia file transmitted via the internet to a portable 
device, such as an iPod, for viewing or listening.



What is a podcast?

MP3

Regularly 
produced

audio file

with RSS 
availability

From Abel (2009) 



Equipment and technology to listen 
to a podcast?

A computer,

an 
aggregator,

and an MP3 
player

Headphones



Podcasting Software

 Open source software available to create, edit, and download.
 Audacity (http://www.audacity.sourcforge.net),
 Garageband

 purpose of the software is to reach out for podcasts through 
the RSS feed technology

 software allows users to access the podcasts directory
 software allows users to subscribe to a podcast series
 the software reaches out and automatically downloads newly 

posted podcasts to which one has subscribed.

http://www.audacity.sourcforge.net/


Advantages of Podcasting

 24/7 availability 
 Listen whenever and whenever one 

want
 Can listen repeatedly to the same 

instructions
 Good for auditory learners
 Can multitask when listening
 Flexibility
 Portability



Disadvantages of Podcasting

 Large file size (especially of video files) requires 
broadband connection, thus making these files 
difficult (or even impossible) for users to access if 
they have slow dial-up connection.

 Need sufficient bandwidth to download the 
podcasts in a timely fashion

 Limited usefulness for hearing impaired people

 Intellectual property issues

 No interactivity -- audience cannot participate, etc



Podcasting @ ARC

 Started early February 2012,
 A library innovative project
 Librarians actively involved in the 

service through selecting and retrieving 
podcasts

 Setting up of a schedule
 Used as an alternative information 

distribution tool



Podcasts in the library

 Use podcasts as reference source (Troutner, 2007)

 Use as an assessment tool 
 Create book reviews
 Create local walking tours 
 Record community interviews (Jones, 2009)

 Create library tours 
 Tutorials on library services and technology
 Record library events and lectures (Hines, 2007)

 Library news and announcements (Jowitt, 2008)



Podcasting and Libraries in Africa

 Limited or no uptake of podcasting
 Citing lack of funding, innovative and 

knowledge
 Low bandwidth likely to affect the service
 University libraries are likely to be on the 

forefront of using the technology
 A good way to tap IK and sharing
 A tool for collaborative efforts



Conclusion

 Podcasting provide a unique, cheap and 
convenient methods of information sharing  
and distribution,

 African libraries need to collaborate to use 
the technology for providing auditory 
learning and marketing services,

 Librarians should be pioneer in Africa for 
podcasting technology to improve 
information dissemination.
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