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Introduction

• Libraries developing along a new trajectory 
• Now a facilitator of information
• Scarcity of information as exorbitant subscription costs 

makes it unaffordable
• Tragedy is that the developing world that is in desperate 

need of research information
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Status of research output in Africa

• Nwagwu and Ahmed (2009) only produces 0.7% of the output of the world 
• Evidence suggest that the low profile of scientists in Africa is attributed to 

poor access to scientific publications 
• Low profile is exacerbated prejudiced by international publishers who are 

guided by profit margins
• Africa has the status of being a silent and invisible contributor to research 

production
• There are methodologies and processes that will allow for the free flow of 

scholarly literature to and from developing countries
• Research management tools such as the Web of Science (see Ondari-

Okemwa 2007) and SCOPUS show South African higher education and 
research institutions as leading research producers
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Status of research output in Africa

• Figure shows Africa produced 170 000 items that appeared on the SCOPUS 
database with South Africa producing 66% more than the second highest producer, 
Nigeria

• Significant questions: ‘what percentage of this research output is available to 
researchers on the African continent?’

• How much of this research is locked away in exorbitant subscription costs? 
• High producers of research have greater access to scientific output
• Access to authentic and trusted information is critical for the generation of new 

knowledge
• Need to maximise sharing and reshape the publishing landscape 
• This sharing and reshaping will significantly contribute to Africa moving 

away from the shadows onto the open. 
• Open access technologies and processes must be embraced as soon as possible to 

accelerate the transition. 
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Contextualizing open access

• Peter Lor (2007) attributes the growth of the open access movement to 
 the convergence of an economic crisis, 
 a moral crisis, and 
 an enabling technology. 

• Economic problem is one of spiraling prices

• Moral crisis 
 inability of researchers in developing countries to gain access to the world’s science and 

scholarship
 The relationship between authors, journal publishers and users is out of balance and unfair

• The third factor is the advent of the Internet

• Nyambi and Maynard (2012), “the establishment of institutional repositories in academic and research 
institutions in Africa is a serious developmental issue that requires urgent attention”. South African 
higher education institutions have taken on the challenge and currently boast 24 institutional repositories 
(as opposed to the one in Zimbabwe (Nyambi and Maynard 2012).
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Open access: the case of Stellenbosch University  

• Institution has demonstrated it’s commitment to open access  - located in the Strategic Plan 
for the Environment of the Vice Rector (Research) 

• A strategic intervention of the Vice Rector (Research)  - “Supporting, developing and 
contributing to high-level scholarly publication output and sharing research data and results 
with the rest of the world, especially with researchers from the developing world.” 

• Library’s strategic actions 
“(1) establishing a central open access fund to support and facilitate the University’s 
Open Access mandate and, 
(2) establishing an e-Repository Research system to ingest, preserve and disseminate 
the intellectual output of the Institution” (Stellenbosch University 2011).

• Has an institutional repository whose primary purpose is to capture, organise and disseminate 
the theses and dissertations output of the University. 
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Institutional repository

• Mandatory to submit ONLY a digital version of the thesis or dissertation

• Uses  DSpace software for localised preservation capabilities

• Library and Information Service has invested in an eScholarship Office with the 
responsibility of exponentially growing the institution’s repository

• Now has much bigger repository called SUNScholar being populated with a much wider 
range of materials which includes inaugural addresses, conference proceedings and 
published journal articles

• Library has developed a populating strategy to accelerate the populating of the repository 
with retrospective research articles

• Future authors will mandatorily deposit a copy of their research articles in SUNScholar 
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Open access journal publishing

• Researchers at Stellenbosch University have two options when participating 
in gold route open access publishing

• Publishing with ‘for profit’ publishers

• Publishing with ‘not for profit’ organisations

• ‘For profit’ vendors - Library has created an ‘open access publishing fund’

•  ‘Not for profit’ publishing model –Library acts as publishers and 
publishing research journals electronically using open source software
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Routes to Open Access @ Stellenbosch University

file:///home/munatsi/Desktop/tg/ZimLA/46th%20papers/presentations/new%20Appendix%201.pdf
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Open Journal Systems (OJS)

• The Library began a pilot project of publishing scholarly journals using the open source software

• In going down this road, Stellenbosch University has become the first academic institution in South 
Africa and on the continent to formally offer its academic staff a comprehensive service to publish their 
research output using an open source publishing platform

• Contributing to a new chapter in librarianship in Africa

• 24 October 2011 Stellenbosch University launched SUNJournals which is the host to the eleven journal 
titles that are now published using OJS. 

• Some of the titles hosted by the Library include Scientia Militaria (Faculty of Military Science), 
Stellenbosch Papers in Linguistics (Department of Linguistics), Per Linguam (Faculty of Education), 
African Zoology (from the Zoological Society of Southern Africa) and Zambian Journal of 
Physiotherapy. Of the eleven titles, more than fifty percent are accredited by the Department of Higher 
Education and Training. Further, African Zoology is an ISI listed journal and has an impact factor of 
1.018. In more recent discussions between LIASA and the Library, there was acceptance that SU will 
host the South African Journal of Libraries and Information Science.
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The significance of open access publishing for Stellenbosch University

• Contribute to the University’s strategic goal of expanding the knowledge base 
through, inter alia, the sharing of its research output and the growth of a new cadre 
of researchers. 

• The Library makes every endeavour to ensure that the research output of the 
institution is made accessible to the international research community and society 
at large by supporting and/or publishing the institution’s output in open access 
forums. 

• This opening up of access to relevant and essential content contributes to Africans 
finding solutions to problems that beset development of the continent. 

• Given the synergies that exist between and among African counties, the visibility 
of the local content leads to collaboration and finding innovative solutions. 

• This collaboration augurs well for the growing the institution’s knowledge base 
through transferring of local knowledge and merging this knowledge with other 
knowledge streams to grow unique and specialized research communities. 
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Conclusion

A critical pillars in the transition from the shadow into the open is improved access to 
scholarly content. In acknowledging other challenges open access provides a major 
opening for the free flow of information, at the least, within the African continent.

Open access, be it via institutional repositories or publishing using OJS, is fast 
becoming the norm for sharing research output. Africa needs to get onto the open 
access bandwagon. 

The transition from the shadows into the open is dependent on opening access to 
research. Stellenbosch University is an exemplar demonstrating its commitment to 
open access – it (open access) needs to become infectious in Africa en route to the 
growth and development of the continent. 
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Thank you
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